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A  source  of  instruction 

By  Bobby  Lee,  Tapelo  ‘ 

Psalm  19:7.11:  119:97-10S;  II  TimoUiy  3:14-17 


The  Suffering  Servant 


By  VenMm  L.  Sflies,  Yasoo  City 
Isaiab  49:1-53:12 


This  theme  will  be  studied  in  (Mie 
three-session  unit.  The  study  deals 
with  the  Bible  as  a  source  of  divine  in¬ 
struction,  a  simunons  to  life-changing 
decision,  and  a  witness  to  the  good 
news  about  Jesus. 

Psalm  19:7,  11.  Is  there  anything 
perfect?  We  know  of  only  one  perfect 
man.  That  man  was  Jesus  Christ.  The 
psalmist  tells  us  that  the  law  of  the 
Lord  is  perfect.  If  there  is  anything 
we  need  in  this  world  of  the  uiqMedic- 
table  and  the  imperfect  if  is  the 
perfect  Word  of  God.  If  we  can’t  rely 
upon  the  Word  of  God  as  being 
p^ect,  then  we  don’t  have  much  to 
stand  upon.  The  psalmist  tells  us  that 
we  can  depend  upm  it  to  convert  the 
soul.  He  further  adds  that  it  is  sure. 
Enough  so  to  nmke  the  simple  wise. 
I  flrmly  believe  that  if  we  take  the 
Word  ol  God  and  rely  upon  it  that  it 
will  give  us  the  wisdom  we  need  in  to¬ 
day’s  world. 

The  psalmist  tells  us  that  the  Bible 
gives  us  warning  whenever  there  is 
danger.  And  there  is  the  promise  of 
great  reward  fw  keeping  the  words 
of  God. 

Psalm  119:97-105.  How  many  of  us 
can  say  with  the  psalmist  that  we  love 


Christmas  has  always  been  my 
very  fav<Hite  time  the  year.  I  still 
get  just  as  excited  as  I  did  when  I  was 
a  little  boy.  My  whole  year  reached 
its  peak  at  Chi^tmas.  I  am  glad  we 
can  spend  the  month  of  December 
pitting  to  Christmas  in  our  Sunday 
schotd  lessons.  There  are  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  miss  the  message  of 
ChrisUnas  because  they  get  lost  in  the 
commercial  aspects  of  the  season. 

Stnne  major  entirely  upon  material 
gifts  and  see  nothing  else.  Some  see 
it  as  a  time  to  increase  their  profits 
and  see  it  entirely  as  a  money  mak¬ 
ing  scheme.  Some  are  required  to 
work  longer  hours  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  public  and  resent  the 
inconveniences  of  the  season.  Some 
spend  a  lot  more  than  they  should  and 
carry  over  into  the  next  year  a  bit¬ 
terness  over  their  debts. 

Others  talk  about  the  “baby  Jesus’’ 
and  except  for  getting  a  little  sen¬ 
timental  never  relate  in  any  way  to 
him.  The  vast  majority  of  people  fail 
to  see  the  Urth  oi  Christ  as  a  part  of 
the  eternal  redemptive  plan  of  God, 
a  plan  to  provide  Salvation 
forgiveness  and  the  wholeness  of  life 
to  people.  We  often  get  lost  in  some 
supoTicial  excitement  and  fail  to 
realize  that  the  cross  was  as  much  a 
part  of  that  {dan  as  was  the  Urth. 
Let’s  spend  these  weeks  of  study 
preparing  ourselves  to  see  Christinas 
in  all  of  its  fullness  as  God  meapt  it 
to  be. 

Everything  God  did  finm  the  time 


the  Bible  and  that  we  meditate  on  it 
all  the  day.  Most  of  us  are  so  busy 
with  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  day 
that  we  never  have  time  to  spend  a 
few  quiet  minutes  letting  God  sp^ 
to  us  throu^  his  Word. 

It  is  not  only  good,  it  is  necessary 
to  the  total  well-being  of  the  Christian 
to  spend  time  in  the  Word  of  God. 
Someone  has  said,  “The  Bible  is  the 
most  owned  and  the  least  known  of  all 
the  books.’’  I  have  spent  a  great  deal 
of  time  in  trying  to  master  the  Bible. 
But  the  oldtf  I  get  and  the  more  I 
think  about  it,  I  don’t  need  to  master 
the  Bible  as  much  as  I  need  to  let  the 
Bible  master  me.  If  we  as  Christians 
would  be  sincere  enough  to  take  the 
Bible  and  read  it  and  let  God  speak 
his  message  to  us  through  it,  oio*  lives 
would  be  truly  blessed. 

There  is  power  in  the  simple  old- 
fashioned  reading  of  the  Word  of  God. 
Power  that  I  cannot  explain. 

The  psalmist  said  be  knew  more 
than  his  teachers  and  the  wise  old 
men  because  he  dq>ended  iptoQ  God’s 
Word.  “Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my 
feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path.’’  How 
many  have  found  the  solution  to 
problems  in  the  wix'id,  and  direction 


Zechariah 

By  Charles  E.  Myers,  Jackson 
Luke  1:5,  11-15,  75-79 

Adam  and  Eve  were  expeUed  from 
the  garden  oi  was  leading  up  to 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  The  final 
event  before  his  actual  coming  was 
the  sending  of  one  called  a  forerun¬ 
ner,  one  sent  before  to  announce  his 
coming.  Zechariah  was  a  f^thful 
priest  serving  In  Jerusalem.  He  had 
come  fixxn  a  family  of  priests  and  his 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  a  priest. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  they 
were  fine  people,  loyal  to  God  and  to 
the  Jewish  religion.  There  were  many 
priests  who  served  in  the  temple.  In 
fact,  the  number  was  so  large  that 
each  group  served  (mly  two  weeks 
during  an  entire  year  and  many  of 
those  serving  never  bad  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  the  incense 
offering.  In  this  service,  while  the 
sacrificial  animal  burned  outside,  the 
priest  went  inside  alone  and  poured 
Incense  on  the  altar  in  the  bcdy  (dace. 
The  priest  offered  a  prayer  for  the 
people  and  the  smoke  from  the  altar 
symbolically  carried  the  prayer 
toward  God.  The  people  waited  out¬ 
side  and  when  the  priest  had  finished 
he  went  back  outside  and  finished  the 
sendee  by  praying  a  prayer  of 
benediction  for  the  people. 

In  the  providence  of  God,  Zediariah 
was  cho^  as  priest  for  the  day  and 
entered  inside  to  make  the  incense  of¬ 
fering.  Suddenly  an  angel  stood 
before  him.  Naturally  he  was  afraid 
and  sought  to  escape  hy  hiding  his 
face  Just  like  |fe  wouM  have  done. 
TTie  angel  spoke  softly  to  him,  telling 
him  not  to  worry,  he  had  nothing  to 


in  life  by  relying  upon  the  Word  of 
God.  But  many  today  are  tossing 
aside  the  “road  map’’  of  life  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  things  that  human  ef¬ 
fort  can  achieve.  Many  an  old  saint  of 
God  can  testify  that  when  everything 
was  gone  there  was  the  Bible  that  was 
an  anchor  for  troubled  times. 

II  nmothy  3:14-17.  Paul  says  to 
Timothy  that  be  has  “known  the  holy 
scrii^um  fnmi  a  child.’’  It  is  a  sad, 
sad  OMiunentary  on  our  way  of  life 
that  our  children  do  not  know  the 
scriptures  fnHn  childhood. 

Paul  says  that  “aD  scripture’’  has 
been  given  by  God.  Not  just  parts  of 
it,  but  all  of  it.  And  he  says  that  it  is 
(Mt^taUe  for  us.  God  desires  our 
best.  And  one  of  the  best  things  that 
we  can  do  is  to  learn  as  much  of  the 
Ifofy  Scripture  as  we  possibly  can.  We 
don’t  have  to  become  theologians.  We 
can  be  of  great  service  to  God  if  we 
simply  and  humbly  take  the  Bible  for 
what  it  says  and  believe  it  and  most 
of  all  live  by  it. 

The  most  blessed  of  Christians  have 
been  those  who  have  stood  upon  the 
Word  of  God  with  complete  trust  that 
it  came  from  God.  ‘ 


be  afraid  of.  He  told  him  God  bad 
beard  his  prayer  and  the  prayers  of 
his  fM-edecessors  and  was  going  to 
answer  those  prayers.  He  would  begin 
by  giving  a  son  to  Zechariah  and  his 
\»ife,  Elizabeth.  He  was  to  be  called 
John,  which  certainly  was  not  a  fami¬ 
ly  name,  and  be  was  to  be  raised  as 
a  Nazarite,  one  who  was  never  to 
toud)  wine  or  any  strong  drink.  From 
the  v^  beginning  be  would  be  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  would  be 
used  of  God  to  turn  Israel  toward  him. , 
He  would  be  great  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord  and  the  cause  of  great  rejoicing 
on  the  part  of  Zechariah  and 
Elizabeth. 

Zechariah  was  astounded  at  what 
he  beard  but  he  questioned  the  angel. 
Elizabeth  was  far  past  the  age  of  (Mid 
bearing.  How  <x)uld  a  thing  like  this 
happen  under  those  circumstances? 
The  angel  identified  himself  as 
Gabriel  and  told  Zechariah  that  as  a 
sign  of  the  validity  of  the  promise,  be 
would  be  unable  to  speak  until  after 
the  birth  of  the  baby.  The  angel  left 
and  when  Zecdiariah  could  not  pro- 
nouiKe  a  benedictioa  for  the  people, 
they  assumed  he  had  seen  a  vision. 
And  how  ri^t  they  were! 

By  writing  about  his  experience  be 
shared  it  with  his  wife  and  they 
waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  child. 
TTutMigh  all  these  months  Zechariah 
was  unaUe  to  speak,  a  constant 
reminder  of  his  lack  of  faith.  Finally 
the  baby  was  bom  and  at  the  time  of 
his  circumcision  the  people  wanted  to 
name  him  after  his  father  but 


Isaiab  spoke  of  one  who  was  to  ap¬ 
pear  one  day  as  God’s  servant-king  to 
restore  Israd  and  to  bring  Hght  to  the 
Gentiles  (chapter  49).  Verse  one  tells 
us  that  be  was  raiieri  into  existence  as 
an  extension  of  God,  as  God’s  “sharp 
•  arrow’’  (49:2)  held  in  readiness  for 
battle  against  the  enemy. 

This  king  was  commissioned  to 
restore  his  people  to  a  ri^t  relation¬ 
ship  with  G^  (49:5),  and  beyond  that, 
to  restore  throu^  Israel  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  w(^ld  (49:6).  His  purpose 
was  sahratioo. 

Ifis  ministry  was  to  be  universal. 
Its  impact  was  to  be  so  mighty  that 
“Kings  shall  stand  at  attentton  when 
you  (the  Messiah)  pass  by;  princes 
shall  bow  low  because  the  L^  has 
chosen  you. . .’’  (49:7).Thenilei‘8of 
the  earth  will  do  him  homage  wbm 
they  understand  God’s  plan  for  the 
world. 

Isaiah  predicted  that  the  Israelites, 
during  the  exile,  would  cry,  “My  Lord 
deserted  us;  He  has  forgotten  us’’ 
(49: 14).  Having  lost  everything  would 
cause  most  people  to  despair,  but  God 
ixomised  that  be  would  no  m<Ha  for¬ 
sake  them  tbap  “a  mother  forget  her 
little  child  and  not  have  love  for  ho* 
ownaan’’  (40:1S).  Instead.  God  would 
“see  tt»at  right  prevails’’  (51:4),  that 
his  people  would  return  from  their  ex¬ 
ile  (49:12),  that  their  enemies  would 
become  their  slaves  (49:18),  and  that 
G<xl  of  Israel  would  reign  (S2:7). 

All  this  would  be  accomplished  by 
a  King  who  had  the  power  to  “turn  the 
tables.’’  What  an  image  the  Israelites 
must  have  formulated  in  their  minds 
as  they  beard  Isaiah  f<H«casting  their 
victory.  Only  a  pitiful  few  believed 
what  Isaiah  said  (53:1). 

Who  to  his  rigfit  mind  would  listen 
to  such  nonsense  t53:l)?  Isaiah  was 
e(]uating  incrediUe  power  wito  a  King 


Elizabeth  insisted  he  be  named  John. 

The  people  turned  to  Zechariah 
hoping  he  would  overrule  his  wife. 
Taking  a  writing  taldet  be  wrote,  “His 
name  shall  be  called  John.’’  At  that 
point  bis  tongue  was  loosed  and  he 
began  to  praise  God  and  give  expres¬ 
sion  toall  those  feelings  that  bad  been 
bottled  up  inside  for  these  past  nine 
months.  He  used  a  number  of  OM 
Testament  phrases  to  explain  that 
God  was  to  use  this  child  to  go  before 
and  herald  the  birth  of  the  long 
awaited  Messiah  who  would  deliver 
Israel  from  ho*  sin.  And  John,  who 
became  known  as  John  the  Baptist, 
did  just  that. 

The  whole  experience  was  part  of 
God’s  preparation  for  the  coming  of 
Christ  And  his  <:onung  was  to  provide 
salvati(«  for  those  who  believe.  Now 
hCTe  we  are  prqtaring  once  again  to 
celebrate  that  birth.  What  does  that 
mean  to  us?  Vfhata  time  of  rejoicing 
it  should  be!  Do  not  let  something  or 
things  mess  up  your  Christmas 
season.  God  gave  his  only  son  for  us. 
Let’s  prepare  to  celebrate  his  birth  to 
a  way  worthy  of  such  an  expresskai 
of  lo^. 


who  was  anything  but  kingly. 

Isaiah  was  telling  them  that  their 
hopes  and  dreams  lay  in  hands  of  a 
man  who  was  most  unlike  what  they 
thought  a  king  should  be.  They 
wanted  someone  who  performed  as 
ostentatiously  as  worldly  kings  do, 
but  Isaiah  spoke  of  one  who  “to  our 
eyes  there  was  no  attractiveness  at 
all,  nothing  to  make  us  want  him’’ 
(53:2).  Instead  of  being  a  highly 
respeOted  mimaitdi,  be  would  be 
“despised  and  reject^’’  —  “a  man  of 
sorrows,  acijuainted  with  bitterest 
grief’  (53:3).  He  would  be  scorned 
but  no  one  would  care. 

Their  king  would  be  “beaten  and 
bkxidied’’  (52:15)  to  the  point  of 
disfiguration,  but  at  the  same  time 
throu^  his  suffering,  the  world  would 
be  overwhelmed  by  the  ac¬ 
complishments  of  one  who  to  man’s 
eyes  showed  so  little  promise. 

Pethaps  we  shouldn’t  cast  stones 
too  quickly  at  the  Israelites  as  they 
tried  to  understand  what  is  to  us  a  not 
easily  understood  gift  of  God.  Atone¬ 
ment,  the  reconciliation  of  God  and 
man  through  Christ’s  sacrificial 
death,  causes  modem  minds  to 
wonder,  despite  our  benefit  of  New 
Testament  trachfngs. 

His  life  would  consist  of  countless 
misunderstandings  of  his  purpose,  but 
he  would  not  be  forgotten  because  one 
day,  people  would  see  and  understand 
that  of  which  they  were  ignorant 
while  be  was  here. 

He  certainly  was  not  one  of  the 
“beautiful  pec^le’’  of  his  day  and  be 
led  a  life  that  was  certainly  out-of-step 
with  what  was  considered  vogue.  But, 
despite  his  lowly  background,  his  life 
of  rejection,  he  is  strangely 
remembered  through  generations  of^ 
forgotten  earthly  kings  and  princes. 

His  power  lies  not  to  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  that  we  so  enjoy,  but  in 
his  role  as  a  suffering  servant  fex* 
mankind. 


li 
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New  church  caters 
to  ‘single  hearted’ 


Cameroon 
woman  ‘reads 
by  memory 


NEW  NY  (ABS)  —  You 

don’t  need  eyes  Gadjiwan, 

Cameroon  who 

“reads”  God’s  Word  purely  throu^ 
memory,  the  American  Bible  Socie- 
ty  has 

was  master  the 

written  word  the  way  do, 

even  BiMe 

Society’s  New  Reader  graded  Scrip- 
ture  tribal 

language  she 

she  by 

someone  turns  the  pages 
she  “reads”  them  to  others.  There  are 
many  who  gather  listen, 

following  the  pictures  in  ^ripture 

woman  has 

become  a  Scripture  evangelist  among 
her  own 

New  Reader  Pere, 

by  the 

Bible  S^ety  in  Cameroon, 
were  by 

American  in  the  Bible  HmmHHHHI^H^Hl^HiHi^HHiiHI 

“S^,arepMtof.sp«n.i»riesof  Pealing  out  the  Good  News 

easily  read  Scriptures  now  available  This  painting  by  Fadeh  Ramadan,  son  of  a  Baptist  pastor,  decorates  a  window 
in  over  400  languages  and  used  in  just  of  Tur'an  Baptist  Church  in  Israel.  Gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  help 
about  every  part  of  the  world.  support  a  continuing  witness  in  the  land  of  Jesus’  birth.  (See  related  photos  and 

story,  page  8.)  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge. 


25c  worth  of  fishing  line  ,  for  sewing  up  people 


A1  Hood  is  a  schooled,  experienced  surgeon,  but  give 
him  fishing  line  for  stitching  and  a  pair  of  eyes  for 
diagnosing  any  day. 

Hood  has  been  cutting  and  sewing  on  patients  at  the 
Baptist  hospital  in  Bangkla,  'Thailand,  for  16  years.  He 
operates  by  faith,  not  in  disdain  of  man’s  modern 
technology,  but  in  concern  for  the  people  to  whom  he  has 
been  called  to  minister. 

In  Thailand  many  people  earn  only  $1  a  day.  “So  we 
have  to  economize,”  says  Hood. 

“We  discovered  a  long  time  ago  that  you  could  sew 
up  people  with  nylon  fishing  line.  I  found  I  can  close  100 
bellies  with  25  cents  of  it.” 

And  Hood  wouldn’t  have  an  electronic  CAT  scan.  “I’ve 
got  something  better  for  where  God  has  put  me.  I  am 
not  saying  you  don’t  need  (the  scan),  but  God  has  given 
us  what  I  call  the  EBS  —  the  eyeball  scan.” 

Hood  doesn’t  hide  his  wonder  for  how  God  has  used 
this  farm  boy  from  Wayne  County,  N.C.,  halfway  across 
the  globe.  “I  would  never  have  gone  to  'Thailand  if  I 
thought  I  was  going  on  my  own,”  he  says. 

“I  have  done  many  operations  I  have  never  seen 
before,  but  I  don’t  tell  the  patients  that. 

“I  just  pray,  and  I  get  the  book  and  read  it  and  pray 
some  more.  The  Lord  is  always  with  us.” 

One  time  he  was  stumped  in  finding  the  origin  of  a 
blood  leak  from  a  woman’s  abdomen. 

“I  prayed,  and  as  if  the  Lord  had  said  to  me,  ‘Sit  down,’ 
I  sat  down.  I  began  to  look,  and  found  it. 

"I  found  a  tiny  old  thing  smaller  than  a  green  pea.  I 


By  Marty  Croll 
don’t  know  how  you  would  have  ever  found  it  with  usual 
techniques.  We  found  it  through  prayer.” 

Hood  climbs  out  of  bed  about  ea  rn,  and  eats  breakfast 
with  his  family  before  a  short  devotional.  'Then  he  rides 
his  bicycle  to  the  hospital  about  a  mile  away. 

He  and  the  other  three  doctors  begin  making  rounds 
at  7  a.m.  Every  day  is  a  long  one,  and  Hood  goes  to  bed 
knowing  that  not  him,  “but  the  Lord  in  him,”  powers  his 
body  to  accomplish  what  is  done. 

Hood,  51,  credits  his  parents  with  molding  his  life.  At 
age  9,  he  came  to  know  (Tirist.  “I  became  aware  that 
God  was  speaking  to  me,”  he  sa^. 

Hood  felt  reasonably  secure  until  age  14  thinking  mis¬ 
sions  didn’t  really  fit  into  his  plan  to  be  a  doctor.  'Then 
a  revival  speaker  talked  of  medicine  on  the  mission  field, 
and  he  yielded  his  life  for  foreign  mission  service. 

He  has  much  praise  for  his  wife,  Olga,  who  worked 
while  he  went  to  medical  school.  “She  is  an  enabler,” 
he  says.  “She  enables  her  children  and  her  husband  to 
be  at  their  best.” 

Hood  and  his  wife  took  four  children  to  Bangkla  16 
years  ago  and  haven’t  moved  since.  Jenny,  how  11,  was 
born  on  the  field.  'Their  other  children  are  in  the  States. 

Hood  uses  time  he’s  not  with  his  family  or  at  the 
hospital  to  meet  people  and  make  friends  for  Christ. 

Building  friendships  this  way  allows  him  to  witness 
just  by  being  there.  For  example,  over  the  years  he  has 
come  to  know  a  businessman  in  the  marketjriace  through 
buying  household  repair  items.  Recently  the  man  told 
Hood  how  his  viewpoint  of  him  and  Baptists  has  changed. 

“We  were  very  suspicious  of  you  people  when  you 


first  came,”  Hood  quotes  the  man  as  saying.  “But  now 
we  have  learned  to  accept  you  and  love  you.” 

'The  man  said  he  would  never  convert  from  his  tradi¬ 
tional  religion,  but  he  wouldn’t  mind  if  his  children  decid¬ 
ed  to. 

Hood  also  feels  the  responsibility  to  witness  at  the 
hospital,  and  he  grabs  every  opportunity  he  has  to  do  so. 

“I’ve  had  people  say  to  me,  'Al,  you  don’t  have  to 
witness.  That’s  the  job  of  an  evangelist.’ 

“'That’s  a  bunch  of  bologna.  I  believe  that  every  one 
of  us  who  knows  Jesus  (Tuist  has  something  so  wonder¬ 
ful  in  our  hearts  that  we  can’t  keep  quiet  about  it.” 

Hood  can’t  think  of  another  thing  he’s  rather  do  than 
mission  work  in  'Thailand.  He  feels  vep^  heavily  the 
responsibility  of  doing  what  God  wants  him^to.  In  God’s 

will  he  finds  peace  and  sheer 
excitement. 

“When  I  was  finished  up 
my  surgical  training,  the  man 
who  taught  the  most  about 
surgery  looked  at  me  and 
I  said,  ‘Al,  are  you  really  going 
1  to  'Thailand?’  And  I  said, 
‘Yes,  sir.’  He  said,  ‘You’re 
crazy.’ 

“And  that’s  not  the  last 
!  time  I  was  told  I  was  crazy. 
But  if  I’m  crazy.  I’m  certain¬ 
ly  enjoying  my  insanity.” 
Marty  Croll  writes  for  the 
Al  Hood  Foreiga  Mission  Board. 
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Help  for  the  children 


TAKK  HHO  THXr  NOT  ONS  (FTNUE 


UTTUE  ONK. 


AlUr7mWJi:JO 


At  the  1985  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  The  committee  has  indicated  that  in  developing  a  slogan  fw  this  time.  Convention  Board,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
vention  next  November  the  conven-  it  will  welcome  suggestions  for  this  Any  suggestions  for  a  [xrogram  em-  Miss.  39205. 

tion  will  observe  the  150th  anniver-  sesquicratennial  observance.  As  was  frfiasis  also  would  be  welcomed.  Other  members  of  the  committee 

sary  of  its  establishment.  The  com-  noted  in  the  Baptist  Record  a  couple  Larry  Kennedy,  pasUn*  of  First  are  George  McFadin,  Horn  Lake; 
mittee  on  order  of  business  for  the  of  weeks  ago,  the  committee  Church,  Laurel,  is  chairman  of  the  Gordon  H.  Sensing,  Vicksburg;  J.  W. 
convention  has  already  gone  to  work  members  would  appreciate  sugges-  committee  on  order  of  business.  Sug-  Brister,  Jackson;  Ronnie  Massey, 
on  the  program.  It  should  be,  and  no  tiots  for  a  scripture  passage  to  use  for  gestions  may  be  mailed  to  him  at  the  Meridian;  and  Mrs.  James  Yates, 
doubt  will  be,  one  that  is  fitting  for  the  a  theme,  and  they  are  also  interested  church  or  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Yazoo  City, 
occasion. 


Crimes  against  church  property 
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Second  Claae  Poatage  paid  at  Jackaon, 


By  Chester  Leland  Quarles 
Contloaed  from  November  IS 

Many  crime  prevention  tenets  from  passenger  drop  locations.  Services  the  sanctuary.  As  she  made  this  Hces  and  areas  where  valuables  are 
business  loss  prevention  programs  like  these  before,  'during,  and  after  movement  during  the  service,  she  located.  Cloeed  circuit  television  units 
are  applicable  in  church  environs.  In  worship  periods  increase  crime  observed  a  thief  in  the  choir  room,  may  aid  in  {xotection  of  churches, 
7-11  Stores,  criminologists  have  prevention  vigilance.  They  increase  She  summoned  assistance  after  lock-  kindergartens,  and  parking  areas  just 
discovered  that  store  clerks  who  are  the  probability  that  a  thief,  an  ing  the  thief  in  the  room.  as  they  are  used  in  most  hospital 

friendly  and  greet  shoppers  with  a  automol^larcenist,  or  even  a  rapist  The  President’s  Commission  on  facilities,  industry,  and  many  related 
smile  are  victimized  less.  In  being  or  child  molester  may  be  recogni^  Law  Enforcment  (1967)  defined  businesses  to  prevoit  crime, 
friendly  and  looking  the  customer  in  and  later  identified  for  police  crime  as  an  “opportunity  taken  by  an  Whether  a  vigilant,  friendly 
the  eye,  the  clerk  increases  the  ap-  purposes.  individual  when  he  believes  the  actioo  welcome  and  umbrella  committee  is 

prehension  by  the  criminal  that  he  These  usher  or  deacon  patrol  ser-  will  benefit  him."  Seven  percent  of  used  or  whether  improved  lighting  is 
may  be  identified  in  the  future.  At  the  vices  should  be  very  friendly  but  very  our  Mississippi  State  prism  popula-  installed  or  hi-tech  alarms  or  (XTV, 
same  time,  the  friendly  clerk  creates  vigilant.  Even  in  inner  city  areas  tion  are  now  women;  so  femate,  too,  the  leaders  of  churches  today  should 
the  ideal  environment  for  the  casual  where  armed  private  security  person-  may  be  actively  involved  in  church  have  a  plan.  Not  only  should  they 
purchase  by  ethical  shoppers.  nel  maintain  control  of  chui^  park-  theft.  With  the  exception  of  criminals  havd%  {dan  for  protection  and  safety 

The  church  that  has  an  active  usher  ing  lots  and  walkways,  the  environ-  involved  in  crimes  of  passion,  most  of-  reasons,  but  alM  to  avoid  vicarious 
program  is  likewise  a  more  sue-  ment  should  be  friendly,  helpful,  fenders  are  involv^  in  economic  negligence  liability  lawsuits  under 
cessful  church  both  spiritually  and  in  cooperative,  and  positive.  The  total  offenses.  many  circumstances, 

preventing  crime  on  its  premises,  emphasis  should  be  focused  on  the  As  are  some  offenders,  they  may  be  We  should  not  wait  until  a  car  is 

Members  and  visiting  worshippa*s  ability  to  concentrate  on  spiritual  perceived  simply  as  businessmen  in-  stolen  from  the  church,  a  worshipper 
are  made  to  feel  at  home  and  are  matters  in  a  crime-free  environment  volved  in  crime.  They  want  a  high  robbed,  or  a  child  molMter  attempts 
made  welcome.  Usher  teams  can  also  and  to  truly  worship  our  Lord.  profit  with  little  risk!  Theft  is  not  nor-  to  corr^  before  we  take  positive^ 
be  located  at  remote  entrances,  park-  In  the  large  urban  church  it  may  mally  a  viaUe  option  in  a  well-lit,  appropriate  action.  Action  planning  is 
ing  lots,  and  exits  to  church  proper-  well  be  appropriate  to  maintain  a  highly  visible  area  that  is  petrolled  by  absolutely  necessary.  Stewardship  is 
ties.  If  it  seems  appropriate,  these  deacon  or  usI^ct  “watch"  program  ushers,  deacons,  or  security  officers,  a  concept  that  includes  the  obligatkn 
men  can  be  provided  with  low  cost  CB  within  the  buildings  associated  with  For  securing  the  vacated  church  at  to  prot^  what  is  ttiere  (people  and 
walkie-talkie  radios  for  communica-  the  church  complex.  The  writer  heard  night  and  during  non-office  hours  or  property)  as  well  as  to  bring  in  tithes 
tion  purposes.  recently  of  a  church  organist  who  was  during  worship  services,  church  and  offerings. 

Many  churches  provide  “umbrella  to  accompany  a  soloist  on  the  piano,  leaders  may  want  to  consider  fire  Neighborhood  watch  progranis  are 
committees”  of  ushers  during  incle-  She  walked  out  an  exit  adjacent  to  the  alarms  throughout  the  church  com-  a  good  example  of  crime  prevention 
ment  weather  at  parking  lots  and  organ  on  to  a  hallway  located  behind  plex  and  bursary  protection  in  of-  (Continued  on  page4) 
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Executive  Committee 


New  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  are,  left  to  right,  Bartis 
Harper,  pastor  of  Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown,  vice-president;  Ed  Gandy,  pastor, 
Rrst  Church,  Kosciusko,  president;  and  Mrs.  Elise  Curtis,  Gulfport,  secretary. 


okays  new  computer 


The  new  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  E^xecutive  Committee 
approved  the  purchase  of  a  new  com¬ 
puter  system  for  the  Baptist  Building 
during  its  initial  meet^  last  week 
after  being  elected  by  the  Convention 
Board. 

The  new  system,  an  IBM  Syston  38, 
will  be  phased  in  over  an  extended 
period  in  order  not  to  interrupt  the 
functions  that  are  carried  out  on  the 
present  computer  on  a  daily  basis. 
The  cost  of  the  new  system  will  be 
$319,500,  which  is  to  be  paid  out  of  in¬ 
terest  eamngs.  It  will  replace  an 
IBM  syst^  34,  which,  according  to 
a  spokesman,  has  about  reached  the 
limit  of  its  capabilities.  There  is  no 
foreseeable  limit  to  the  capability  of 
the  System  38,  it  was  pointed  out. 

The  old  System  34  will  be 
transported  to  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly  to  make  operations  there 
more  efficient,  or  it  will  be  sold  and 
a  smaller  computer  purchased  to  be 
used  there,  whichever  proves  to  be 
more  feasible. 

Prior  to  the  Executive  Committee 
meeting  the  Convention  Board  re¬ 
elected  Ekl  Gandy,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Kosciusko,  as  president.  Bar¬ 
tis  Harper,  pastor  of  Tylertown 
Church,  Tylertown,  was  named  vice- 
president;  and  Mrs.  Elise  Curtis  of 
Gulfport  was  re-elected  secretary. 
These  three  officers  are  automatical¬ 
ly  members  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  Convention  Board  also 
elected  the  12  other  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  They  are  Tom 
McCurley  of  West  Point,  Nathan 
Barber  of  Bay  St.  Louis,  Ingram 
Foster  of  Prentiss,  Larry  Kennedy  of 
Laurel,  James  Ruffin  of  Meridian, 
Ekidie  Hamilton  of  Carthage,  Powell 
Ogletree  of  Hattiesburg,  Jerry  Mix¬ 
on  of  Winona,  Marvin  Bond  of 
Starkville,  Milton  Koon  of  Booneville, 
James  Lewis  of  Blue  Mountain,  and 
Jimmy  Porter  of  Louisville.  Foster, 
Ogletree,  and  Bond  are  laymen, 
though  Bond  has  served  as  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Hong  Kong.  The  other  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  members  are 
pastors.  Foster  has  been  a  vice- 
president  of  the  state  convention. 

Subsequently  Hamilton  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Ebcecutive  Commit¬ 
tee.  Ruffin  was  elected  as  vice- 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  Curtis  was  re¬ 
elected  as  secreUry. 

In  other  aetkna  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  approved  two  additional 


counselors  for  the  Convention  Board’s 
counseling  ministry  for  ministers  and 
their  families.  The  two  are  George 
Richard  Stevens  of  Tupelo  and 
Clarence  Thurman  of  Hattiesburg. 

For  ministers  and  their  families 
who  seek  counseling,  the  Convention 
Board  will  pay  approved  counselors 
$20  per  hour  during  1985,  the  same  as 
is  being  paid  in  1984.  The  Ehcecutive 
Committee  accepted  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  Board’s  church-minister 
relations  and  annuity  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  that  in  cases  of  forced  termina¬ 
tion  those  ministers  who  seek  counsel- 
ing  will  have  their  fee  of  $35  per  hour 
paid  with  the  understanding  that  the 
amount  will  be  the  total  fee. 

The  Ekhication  Commission  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
presented  its  1965  budget  allocations 
to  the  Convention  Board  last  week 
during  its  organizational  meeting.  - 
The  total  basic  budget  for  Christian 
education  in  1985  is  $3,727,400.  Of  this 
amount,  $500,000  is  scheduled  for 
capital  ne^.  The  operational  part  of 
the  budget  is  $3,227,400.  This  is  to  be 
divided  30  percent,  or  $968,220,  for  ad¬ 
ministration;  50  percent,  or  $1,613,700, 
for  instruction;  10  percent,  or 
$322,740,  for  graduate  studies;  nine 
percent,  or  $290,466,  for  ministerial 
education;  and  one  percent,  or 
$32,274,  for  expenses  of  tte  Elducation 
Commission.  The  $500,000  capital 
needs  funds  for  1985  will  be 
distributed  by  dividing  $133,000  equal¬ 
ly  among  the  colleges.  The  remaining 
$367,000  will  be  divided  according  to 
the  full-time  equivalent  students. 

Under  the  formula  adopted  for 
distribution  of  the  operating  funds. 
Blue  Mountain  would  get  $412,526,  or 
$1,442  per  full-time  equivalent  stu¬ 
dent;  Clarke  would  get  $284,884,  or 
$1,899  per  full-time  equivalent; 
Mississippi  College  would  get,. 
$1,561,028,  or  $639  per  FTE;  and 
William  Carey  would  get  $936,688,  or 
$660  per  FTE. 

The  reason  for  the  differences  in 
cost  per  full-time  equivalent  is  that 
the  30  percent  administration  portion 
of  the  budget  is  to  be  divided  equaUy 
between  the  three  colleges  with  each 
getting  $261,419  in  that  area  and 
Clarke,  now  a  diviskm  of  Mississippi 
College,  participating  in  that  fund  on 
a  decreasing  scale  with  $183,963  being 
budgeted  for  1985.  The  decreasing 
scale  for  Clarke  began  to  go  into  ef- 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Baptist  leaders  join 
plea  for  famine  response 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— Six  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (rfficials  have 
signed  a  statement  urging  th^ 
mobilization  of  an  emergency  U.S. 
airlift  of  food  and  transportation 
equipment  to  Ethiopia  and  other 
beleaguered  African  nations  where 
millions  face  severe  food  shortages 
and  starvation. 

The  airlift  is  one  of  several  actions 
proposed  in  a  statement  to  President 
Reagan  and  Congress  signed  by 
leaders  of  more  than  55  national 
religious  bodies  and  agencies.  The 
statement  was  released  Nov.  29  in  a 
soies  of  news  conferences  around  the 
country. 

Southern  Baptists  signees  were 
James  Dunn,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Baptist  Joint  (kunmittee 
on  Public  Affairs;  Foy  Valentine,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  and  David  Lockard, 
direeUx-  of  organization,  Christian 
Life  Commission;  and  Keith  Parks, 
president.  Bill  O’Brien,  executive 
vice-president,  and  John  Che3me, 


human  needs  ministries  consultant. 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

The  statement  of  concern 
originated  in  an  October  meeting  of 
representatives  of  national  church 
bo^es,  private  Christian  voluntary 
organizations  and  hunger  relief  and 
mission  agencies.  'The  meeting  was 
convened  by  Bread  for  the  World,  a 
national  Christian  citizen’s  move¬ 
ment  which  lobbies  for  anti-hunger 
legislation  and  policies.  Dunn  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  serves  as 
BFW  president. 

Despiite  highly-publicized  American 
response  in  recent  weeks,  the  state¬ 
ment  expressed  concern  “that  three 
years  after  the  onset  of  the  drought, 
assistance  still  has  not  reached  the 
majority  of  the  seven  million  facing 
starvation  in  Ethiopia  <r  many  of  the 
150  million  p)eq[>le  suffering  in  all  of 
sub-Sarahan  Africa.” 

Many  hunger  experts  believe  an 
airlift  is  crucial  because  food  already 
approved  by  the  U.S.  government  for 


Ethiopia  and  other  African  nations 
will  not  arrive  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  By  that  time,  they  argue, 
millions  ot  additional  lives  will  be  lost. 

The  statement  also  suggested  food 
now  designated  for  other  areas  with 
less  critical  hunger  needs  to 
redirected  immediately  to  Africa  and 
replaced  later. 

Southern  Baptists,  through  gifts  to 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  hunger 
relief  fund,  have  sent  $50,000  to 
Ethiopia  for  famine  relief.  Cheyne 
visited  that  country  in  late  November 
(Continued  on  pmge  4) 

Education 
body  names 
chairman 

Gene  Henderson,  piastor  of  First 
Church,  Greenville,  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Mississippi  Bap>tist 
Education  Com¬ 
mission  when  that 
group  met  last 
week  to  adopt  its 
recommendation 
to  the  Convention 
Board  for  alloca¬ 
tion  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Education 
pmrtion  of  the 
Mississippi  Bap)-  Henderson 
list  Convention  budget. 

He  succeeded  Joe  Tuten,  piastor  of 
Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  who 
rotated  off  of  the  commission.  In  the 
absence  of  Henderson  for  the  Board 
meeting  the  next  day,  Tuten  made  the 
budget  presentation. 

11)0  commission  px’esented  a  plaque 
to  'Tuten  for  his  12  years  of  service  on 
the  commission  and  piassed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  in  apipreciation  for  his  service. 
'The  commission  also  expressed  ap)- 
pireciation  to  A.  J.  Comfort  of  Bran¬ 
don  fcM*  his  service  as  secretary  of  the 
commission. 

Hines  Cronin,  Supierintendent  of  the 
Moss  Point  Municipial  Sepiarate 
School  District,  was  elected  vice- 
chairman  of  the  commission.  Robert 
Upichurch,  a  ’Tupiek)  attorney,  was 
elected  secretary. 

'The  resolution  commending  Tuten 
noted  that  his  leadership  had  been  ex¬ 
emplary,  that  under  his  leadership 
the  committee  had  addressed 
numerous  compriex  issues,  that  he  had 
exhibited  a  commitment  of  the 
highest  dimension  in  supiport  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  and  that  his  vision  of 
financial  supiport  for  Christian  higher 
education  had  been  translated  into 
adopition  by  the  convention. 

The  commission  resolved  that  “the 
membership  of  the  Education  Com¬ 
mission  expiressed  its  profound  api- 
( Continued  on  piage  4) 


WATER  FOR  A  THIRSTY  LAND  —  UnHka  women  In  many  parts  of  Africs  today, 
these  women  in  Burkina  Faso  (Upper  Volta)  are  able  to  flH  their  jars  from  a  well  of 
dean  water.  They  live  in  a  village  touched  by  a  major  rural  development  projad  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Tennessee  Baptiste,  and  Baptist  missionaries 
and  church  members  in  the  West  African  country.  Although  their  country  has  been 
hH  by  the  same  drought  that  has  afflided  much  of  Africa,  people  in  the  projed  area 
have  been  able  to  manage  better  than  many  Africans  because  of  the  Baptist  develop¬ 
ment  projed.  A  new  dam  and  many  new  wells  make  water  accessible  even  during 
drought.  Southern  Baptiste  will  continue  to  support  developmeni  there  by  support¬ 
ing  mIss'nnalirT  Kke  agricuNuraiist  Larry  Cox,  a  MIesisaippian.  with  gifts  to  the  Lot- 
tte  Moon  Chrtstmas  Offering  and  the  Cooperative  Program.  (FMB)  PHOTO  BY  Joanna 
Pirwieo. 
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ACTS  schedules  17 


Plea  for 
famine  response 


Christmas  specials 


FORT  WORTH,  TEXAS  —  Seven¬ 
teen  upcoming  Christmas  specials  on 
the  American  Christian  Television 
System  will  help  remind  viewers  of 
the  true  spirit  of  the  holidays. 

Beginning  Monday,  Dec.  17,  ACTS 
will  pre-empt  much  of  its  regular 
family  entertainment  programming 
to  carry  the  seasonal  specials.  Most 
will  be  repeated  during  a  two-week 
period. 

Highlighting  the  list  of  specials  is 
“Truce  in  the  Forest,”  an  award¬ 
winning  one-hour  true  drama  about 
German  and  American  soldiers  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II  who  both  seek 
shelter  in  a  secluded  cabin  and  find 
a  moment  of  peace  when  they  lay 
down  their  weapons  long  enough  to 
celebrate  Christmas. 

“Truce  in  the  Forest”  will  be  shown 
Dec.  18  at  11  p.m.,  Dec.  19  at  3  a.m. 
and  9  a.m.,  D^.  20  at  4  p.m.  and  Dec. 


21  at  4  a.m.  and  10  a.m. 

“No  Escape  from  Christmas”  is  a 
half-hour  drama  about  a  couple’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  fight  the  bitterness  that 
follows  the  loss  of  their  only  child.  It 
will  be  carried  on  ACTS  Dec.  18  at 
6:30  p.m.  and  Dec.  19  at  9:30  a.m.  and 
2  p.m. 

“The  Other  Wise  Man”  is  an  adap¬ 
tation  of  Henry  Van  Dyke’s  fictional 
account  of  a  fourth  wise  man  who 
misses  his  audience  with  the  Christ 
child  in  order  to  help  a  person  in  need. 
The  half-hour  special  will  be  shown 
Dec.  20  at  6:30  p.m.  and  Dec.  21  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 

Rounding  out  ACTS’  Christmas 
schedule  are  other  costume  and  con¬ 
temporary  dramas,  as  well  as 
musical  and  animated  specials.  In  all, 
64  special  Christmas  broadcasts  will 
be  carried  over  the  network. 


Social  Security  taxes  up 
for  ministers,  churches 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Social  Security 
benefits  will  increase  next  year,  but 
taxes  will  be  higher  for  churches  and 
ministers. 

Approximately  37  million  benefi¬ 
ciaries  will  see  their  monthly  Social 
Security  checks  increase  atxwt  $15  a 
month,  and  another  four  million  Sup¬ 
plemental  Security  Income  (SSI) 
recipients  will  receive  a  3.5  percent 
increase  in  their  checks. 

A  report  by  the  Bureau  of  National 
Affairs,  Inc.,  said  the  average  mon¬ 
thly  Social  Security  check  will  in¬ 
crease  from  $434  to  $449  in  1985,  while 
those  persons  on  SSI  will  have 
benefits  increased  from  $314  to  $325. 
A  couple’s  average  monthly  check 
will  increase  from  $750  to  $776  if  both 
individuals  are  drawing  benefits. 

Social  Security  benefits  are  increas- 


Crimes  against 
church  property 


((Continued  from  page  2) 
programs  that  work  in  our 
neigborhoods.  Let’s  develop  the  same 
successful  stratagems  to  secure  life 
and  property  in  the  House  of  our  Lord. 
We  can  then  have  a  higher  quality 
standard  of  worship.  We  can  preach, 
teach  and  minister  more  effectively. 

(Chester  Leland  Quarles  is  the  soni 
of  the  late  (Chester  L.  Quarles,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  The  Mississippi 

PIRaptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  from 
n9S0  until  his  death 
in  1968.  His  mother 
recently  retired 
from  the  English 
Department  at 
Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege. 

Quarles  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  Con¬ 
solidated  Security  of  America,  Inc. 
and  an  associate  professor  of  criminal 
Justice  at  the  University  o(  Mississip¬ 
pi.  He  is  a  deacon  in  Tula  Church  in 
Lafayette  County. 


% 


m 


Quarles 


ed  if  the  Consumer  Price  Index  for 
Urban  Wage  Elamers  and  Clerical 
Workers  rises  3.0  percent  or  more 
from  the  third  quarter  of  one  year  to 
the  third  quarter  (rf  the  following 
year.  The  (71  rose  3.5  percent  from 
October  1963  to  October  1964. 

But  while  the  benefits  are  set  to  in¬ 
crease  so  will  the  maximum  wage 
base  and  tax  rates. 

The  maximum  amount  of  annual 
earnings  subject  to  Social  Security 
tax  will  increase  from  $37,800  to 
$39,600. 

The  maximum  self-employment 
tax  for  ordained  ministers  will  in¬ 
crease  by  $401.40  to  $4,672.80  in  1985. 
This  figure  represents  both  the  wage 
base  increase  and  an  increase  in  the 
effective  tax  rate  from  this  year’s  11.3 
percent  to  11.8  percent  in  1965.  The  in¬ 
crease  is  a  continuation  of  a  1963  law 
which  raised  the  tax  rate  for  self- 
employed  persons  to  14.1  percent.  A 
2.3  percent  tax  credit  was  included  for 
1985. 

The  tax  rate  paid  by  employees  and 
employers  will  each  increase  to  7.05 
percent.  Employees  paid  6.7  percent 
and  employers  paid  7.0  percent  in 
1964. 

The  report  said  the  maximum 
Social  Security  tax  paid  by  employees 
in  1965  will  be  increased  by  $259.50  to 
$2,791.80.  The  maximum  tax  paid  by 
employers  on  a  worker’s  earnings  will 
rise  by  $145.80  to  $2,791.80. 

A  1983  law  made  all  churches  sub¬ 
ject  to  Social  Security  taxes  last  Jan. 
1.  Unless  a  church  has  filed  for  an  ex¬ 
emption,  it  must  pay  the  employer 
share  of  the  tax  and  deduct  the 
employee  share  from  the  wages  of 
non-or^ined  members  on  the  church 
staff.  Ordained  ministers  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  pay  self-employment  tax. 

- - 

A  second  grader  recited  for  the 
teacher  the  story  of  David  using  a 
slingshot  to  kill  the  giant  Goliath. 

“What«does  that  teach  us?”  the 
teacher  asked. 

The  boy  replied,  “Duck.” 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
to  discuss  with  missionaries  addi¬ 
tional  ways  to  help  with  famine  relief 
despite  a  small  mission  staff  and 
other  limitations. 

The  FMB  has  spent  more  than  $3 
million  for  African  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  during  1984  and  anticipates 
spending  another  $3  million  in  1985, 
according  to  Cheyne. 

In  addition  to  the  proposed  airlift, 
the  statement  of  concern  called  for 
“bold  and  sacrificai  legislation  to  pro¬ 
vide  not  only  funds  to  feed  affected 
people  but  policies  which  allow  the 
African  nations  to  develop,  through 
aid  and  trade,  to  their  fullest  poten¬ 
tial.  ” 

The  first  step,  the  statement  sug¬ 
gested,  would  be  early  passage  in 
January  of  a  comi»«hensive  Africa 
relief  and  recovery  funding  package 
for  1985.  H.  R.  6203,  a  bill  supported 
by  Bread  for  the  World  and  other  anti¬ 
hunger  groups,  died  in  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  It  would  have  provided 
$450  million  in  food  and  non-food 
assistance  to  28  African  nations. 

’The  statement  urged  President 
Reagan  to  form  immediately  a  task 
force  of  Congressional,  administra¬ 
tion,  religious  and  relief  leaders  to 
observe  the  African  crisis  firsthand 
and  then  to  develop  a  comprehensive, 
plan  of  action  that  would  address 
chronic  and  structural  problems  as 
well  as  immediate  food  needs. 

“The  time  is  now,”  the  statement 
concludes,  “for  our  nation,  with  all  its 
rich  blessing,  to  work  with  other  na¬ 
tion^  to  end  the  suffering  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Africa.” 

Education 
body  names 
chairman 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
preciation  to  Dr.  Joe  H.  Tuten  for  his 
vision,  leadership,  and  untiring 
dedication  to  the  cause  of  Christian 
Higher  Elducation.”  Copies  of  the 
resolution  were  sent  to  Charles 
Pickering,  president  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  (Convention;  Elarl  Kelly,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Convention  Board;  and  to  Don 
McGregor,  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Record. 

The  resolution  was  signed  by  all  of 
the  commission  members. 

Jews  now  a 
minority 
in  Galilee 

JERUSALEM,  ISRAEL  (EP)  - 
A  recent  census  report  from  Israel 
showed  that  Jews  were  a  minori¬ 
ty  group  in  Christ’s  home  district 
of  Galilee.  While  the  Jewish 
population  had  never  been  large  in 
that  area  it  was  thought  to  be  a 
majority  until  a  recent  computer 
survey  indicated  otherwise. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Clentral 
Bureau  of  Statistics  said  that  the 
population  shift  in  Galilee  was  the 
higher  birth  rate  of  the  largely 
Arab  non-Jewish  community 
there,  and  the  large  movement  of 
Jews  to  other  parts  of  Israel. 


New  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Convention  Board  are,  left  to  right. 
James  Ruffin,  pastor.  Poplar  Springs  Avenue  Church,  Meridian,  vice-chairman;  Ed¬ 
die  Hamilton,  pastor.  First  Church,  Carthage,  chairman;  and  Mrs.  Elise  Curtis. 
Gulfport,  secretary. 

Executive  committee 


okays  new  computer 


(Ck>ntinued  from  page  3) 
feet  in  1984  with  that  institution  get¬ 
ting  22  percent  as  the  others  got  26 
percent.  For  1985  Clarke  will  get  19 
percent  and  the  others  will  get  27  per¬ 
cent.  This  will  continue  until  1990, 
when  Clarke  will  be  {biased  out  com¬ 
pletely,  and  the  other  schools  will  get 
33  Ml  percent  each. 

Qarke  will  get  an  equal  portion  of 
the  $133,000  of  capital  needs  funds  that 
will  be  divided  equally  among  the 
schools,  llie  four  will  get  $33,250  each. 
Then  based  on  full-time  equivalent 
students.  Blue  Mountain  will  get 
$24,589,  Clarke  will  get  $12,845, 
Mississippi  (Allege  will  get  $206,823, 
and  William  Clarey  will  get  $120,743. 

Before  the  close  of  the  (Convention 
Board  meeting.  Harper,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  board 
organization,  announced  committee 
assignments.  They  were  as  follows: 

Budget  and  Cooperative  Program 
Promotion  —  Larry  Otis,  chairman; 
Bond;  Harper;  Julia  Kelly;  Donnie 
Stewart;  and  Schuyler  Batson. 


New  church  expansion  —  Grady 
Collins,  chairman;  Billy  Guest; 
Hamilton;  Charles  Holifield;  Paul 
Wilson;  and  Gayle  Alexander. 

Assembly  and  camp  pri^ams  — 
Odean  Puckett,  chairman;  Barber; 
Larry  Kennedy;  Koon;  Porter;  and 
Ogletree. 

(Church-Minister  relations  —  Ron¬ 
nie  Massey,  chairman;  Danny  Berry; 
EJd  Deuschle;  G.  A.  MeCCoy;  Truitt 
Roberts;  and  Lewis. 

Missions  and  evangelism  —  RuHin, 
chairman;  Leo  Barker;  Gandy; 
(jeorge  Smith;  Alton  Yarbrough;  and 
Jon  Doler. 

Pastoral-church  building  aid  — 
Harold  Ishee,  chairman;  Mrs.  (Curtis; 
W.  A.  Fordham;^  Foster;  William 
Waddle;  and  Dan  Robertson. 

IBM  officials  met  with  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  (Committee  as  it  was  consider¬ 
ing  the  purchase  of  a  new  computer 
to  exjriain  a  lengthy  study  period  with 
Baptist  Building  areas  of  computer 
use  to  determine  a  proposed  solution 
to  the  building’s  computer  needs. 


100%  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Enrotlmwit  now  ivallablo  at  age  64W  and  older 
OUARANTBED  RENEWABLE  FOR  UFE 

PRE  EXISTING  CONDITIONS  COVERED  AFTER  6-MONTHS 
Policy  Form  MS-183 

PART  A  —  Poyi  Medkore  doductible  and  co-insuronco  —  with 
Modicore.  After  Medicare  benefits  have  expired,  policy  pays  100% 
of  Medicare  eligible  expenses  for  additional  365  doys. 

PART  B. —  Pays  100%  of  Medicore  deductible  and  100%  of  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  actuol  charges  of  the  provider  of  services  end  the 
Medicare  payment  under  the  terms  of  the  policy.  INPATIENT  AND 
OUTPATIENT. 

For  fuH  information  phono  956-3992  or  ciip  and  maii  to: 


R.  C.  PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY  PA 
P.O.  Box  16849,  Jackson,  MS  39206 

Nome - — _ _ _ _ _ _ Age _ 

Street _ 


City  - State  _ _ Zip _ 

Phone _ _ _ 

(Undai  wiilltn  by  first  NrHoml  Ufa  insunnea  Coaipony) 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 


•  BtritSTRItS 

k  •  UItU  CROSSES 

k  •  BArTISTRV  WATER  HEATERS 


Gunmen  rob  missionary, 
steal  car  in  Beirut 

BEIRUT,  LebaiKMi  (BP) — Southern  Baptist  missionary  Mack  Sacco  was 
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robbed  and  a  mission  car  stolen  in  West  ^irut  by  three  well-dressed  young 
Lebanese  men  Nov.  6. 

The  robbery  occurred  one  afternoon  as  Sacco  was  on  his  way  back  to  East 
Beirut  from  the  mission  office  where  he  works  as  treasurer  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  Lebanon.  tians  aio  called  to  be  ministers  and 

Three  policemen  stood  nearby  as  another  man,  whom  Sacco  thought  was  should  consider  their  baptism,  like  or- 
a  plainclothes  policeman,  pulled  Sacco  off  the  road.  Two  other  men  then  joined 
him.  When  Sacco  asked  for  identification,  one  of  the  robbers  pulled  out  a  gun 
and  threatened  to  shoot  him.  The  robbers  took  the  mission  station  wagon, 
mission  and  personal  money  amounting  to  about  |8(X),  and  Sacco’s  jacket, 
glasses  and  passport  while  afternoon  traffic  passed  by. 

Eight  mission  vehicles  have  been  stolen  since  1976,  only  one  of  which  has 
been  recovered.  After  the  incident,  Sacco  got  a  taxi  to  a  nearby  army  post, 
where  he  got  a  ride  home  across  the  green  line  to  Elast  Beirut.  Theological  Seminary  in  Wake  other  than  baptism  is  strictly  a  prac 

Sacco,  from  Ottawa,  Ill,  and  Gilroy,  Calif.,  lived  in  West  Beirut  until  recent¬ 
ly.  Only  Mabel  Summers  and  Jim  and  Leola  Ragland  Hve  on  the  Muslim 
controlled  side  of  the  city  now. 


TOCCOA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  All  Chris-  gested  Christians  should  either  evangelism  section,  defended  (mlina- 

“eqiiate  baptism  with  ordination  and  tion  of  women, 
tie  that  to  a  radical  priesthood  of  all  “Church  leaders  must  not  fall  back 
dination,  as  recognition  by  the  church  baptized  believers”  or  else  develop  a  on  male  chauvinism  to  deal  with  the 
of  that  call,  a  Baptist  seminary  pro-  more  “pragmatic  approach  toordina-  problems.  We  must  face  the  problem 
fessw  told  participants  in  the  twelfth  tion.”  (of  ordination)  with  the  beli^  that  in 

annual  Souttiem  Baptist  Lay  Renewal  In  an  interview  later.  Miles  said  Christ  there  are  hone  of  these  myths,” 
Conference.  baptism  should  be  considered  ordina-  he  said,  calling  for  “extraordinary 

Delos  Miles,  professor  of  tion  by  the  church  to  Christian  people  to  embrace  the  future  and  ac- 
evangelism  at  Southeastern  Baptist  ministry,  and  that  any  ordination  cept  what  God  is  doing.” 

“It  won’t  get  better  in  the  church 
Forest,  N.C.,  said  there  is  very  little  tical  thing  added  on  to  facilitate  the  until  it  gets  better  in  the  world, 
in  the  New  Testament  about  ordina-  administration  of  the  church.  because  we’ve  always  followed  the 

tion,  but  much  about  baptism.  He  sug-  Most  Baptists,  he  conceded,  do  not  world  —  except  for  a  few  brave 

think  of  baptism  as  an  ordination  to  souls,”  he  continued.  The  church 
ministry,  because  they  have  confus-  must  become  concerned,  not  with  the 
ed  the  “{Magmatic  practice  ci  ordina-  past,  but  with  “new  goals  to  meet  the 
tion”  as  being  ba^  on  Scripture,  demands  of  the  mad.  mad  world.” 
when  it  really  is  not.  He  said  the  Thomas  Starkes,  professor  of  Cliris- 
“pragmatic  practice”  of  (xrdination  is  tian  Missions  and  World  Religions  at 
the  various  different  apfHxiaches  to  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
ordination  used  by  churches  of  Seminary,  presented  seven  factors 
various  faiths  and  denominations  to  which  will  precipitate  renewal  in  the 
facilitate  the  faith  and  order  of  that  church:  (1)  when  people  quit  fighting 
particular  church.  the  Bible  and  start  reading  it;  (2) 

Miles  said  he  sees  no  evidence  in  when  people  are  not  afraid  to  let 
the  New  Testament  God  has  divided  miracles  happen;  (3)  when  the  role  of 
Christians  into  clergy  and  laity,  male  the  laity  is  heightened  to  what  it 
and  female,  ordained  and  uiKHtlain-  should  te;  (4)  when  the  proper  role 
ed,  or  that  God  gives  one  group  is  given  to  the  Holy  Spirit;  (5)  when 
authority  over  another.  laymen  realize  discipline  is  based  on 

He  suggested  the  ciurent  con-  freedom,  not  on ‘oughtness’;  (6)  when 
troversy  over  ordination  of  women  in  people  begin  to  speak  out  from  the 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  not  church  to  the  world;  and  (7)  when 
an  issue  directly  addressed  in  the  Christians  understand  there  are  peo- 
Scripture.  pie  who  are  hungry  and  hurting. 

“The  New  Testament,”  MUes  said,  Jack  Taylor,  author  of  "The 
“is  far  more  concerned  widi  calling  Hallelujah  Factor,”  led  a  study  of 
and  ministry  than  it  is  with  ordination  biblical  praise,  stressing  "every 
and  authority.”  human  was  created  to  worship  God ; 

Another  speaker  at  the  conference,  it  is  the  reason  we  exist.” 

John  Havlik,  who  retired  recently  The  conference,  sponsored  jointly 
from  the  Home  Mission  Board  by  the  Southom  Baptist  Brotherhood 

Commission  and  Home  Mission 
Board  evangelism  section,  ended  in  a 
praise  and  celebration  service. 


Revised  budget,  1985 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


BASIC  ADVANCE 


INSTITUTIONS  AND  AGENCIES 

Christian  Education . 

(Christian  Education  CTapt.  Needs 
Unified  Eadowment  Campaign  , 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Onter  ~ 

217  Education . 

218  Hardship  Assistance . 

224  Med.  €tr.  c:apt.  Needs . 

225  Children’s  Village  . 

226  Ministerial  Education  Board . . . 

227  Christian  Action  . . . 

228  BaptM  Foundation . 

228  Historical  Commission . 

288  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  . . 

SUB-TOTAL 


85,000 

85,000 

60,000 

321,000 

87,200 

130,900 

127,500 

31,500 


35,000 

90,000 

60,000 

327,000 

88,000 

133,500 

130,000 

32,500 


BOARD  PROGRAMS 

345  Conv.  Bd.  Capt.  Needs . .>?.... 

347  Gulfshore  Assembly  Programming  . . 

348  (^ulfsbore  Operatioos . 

350  Program  Director’s  Office . 

355  Youth  Night . .....’;....r 

360  Broadcast  Services . 

361  Church  Adm.-Pastoral  Min. . . . 

362  Church  Building  Services 

363  Associational  Administration . 

364  WMU . 

367  Sunday  School . . 

368  Church  Training . 

389  Brotherhood . . . . 

370  Church  Music . 

371  Student  Work . 

344  Student  Centers  Capt.  Needs . 

373  Evangelism . ■, . . . 

374  Cooperative  Missions  . . . 

375  Stewardship  *  Coop.  Prog.  Prom.  . . . 

376  Subsidies  to  Associations  . 

377  Church-Minister  Rel.  h  Annuity . 

378  General  Services  (Bldg.  Maint.,  Bldg. 
Serv.,  Basic  ‘telephone,  Print  Shop) 

380  Baptist  Record . 

386  Annuity  Participation . 

387  Social  Security  *  Ins.  (Board) 

SUB-TOTAL . 

388  Public  Relations . 

380  Convention  Sessions  . 

381  Convention  Annual,  Diary,  etc . 

382  Conventioe  Board  k  (hmm.  Meetings 

398  Exec.  Secty-Treasurer’s  Office . 

384  Business  Office . 

396  Data  and  Word  Processing . 

396  Planned  Growth  in  Giving .  . 

SUB-TOTAL . 

STATE  CAUSES  —  GRAND  TOTAL . 

SBC  CAUSES 

351  South  Am.  Missions  Coordinator . 

352  FMB  Appointment  Service . 

397  SBC  Vi^  Cassette  Program . 

398  Mission  Service  Corps.  Prog . 

400  Southern  Baptist  Convention . 

O  SUB-’TOTAL  . 

GRAND  TOTAL  —  ALL  CAUSES . 


384.000 

137,260 

128,528 


384,000 

134,000 

122,174 

116,334 

10,000 

88,224 

92,034 


Art  Toalston 
to  join  FMB 
news  staff 


-98,381 

.140,889 

67,418 

363,023 

306,995 

363,785 

173,080 

172,415 

567,381 

100,000 

92,801 

234,968 

302,476 

111,000 

140.906 


62,683 

377,000 

330,000 

273.500 
180,841 

177,00 

586,664 

100,000 

83.966 

213,000 

22t028 

112.500 
145,376 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Art 
Toalston,  co-news  director  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  will  join  the  Ftxvign  Mission 
Board’s  news  and  information  ser¬ 
vices  department  as  staff  writer  Jan. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  end  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  worlimananip  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"/nfernaboneSy  known  spociaHkts'" 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


He  fills  a  vacancy  left  when  Bill 
Webb  was  elected  editor  of  the  Illinois 
Baptist. 

Toalston,  34,  was  religion  editor  for 
more  than  five  years  at  the  Jackson 
(Miss.)  Daily  News  before  entering 
Southwestern  seminary’s  master  of 
arts  in  communications  program  in 
mid-19e3.  He  became  co-news  direc¬ 
tor  there  in  February  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies. 

Bom  and  reared  in  Alliance,  Ohio, 
Toalston  received  the  bachelor  of 
science  in  education  degree  from 
Bowling  Green  (Ohio)  State  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  worked  as  staff  writer  for  the 
Covler  in  Findlay,  Ohio;  regional 
editor  for  the  Review  Hmes  in 
Fostoria,  Ohio;  and  education  and 
religion  writer  for  the  Middletown 
(Ohio)  Joaraal  before  going  to 
Jackson. 

Toalston  has  also  been  a  correspon¬ 
dent  for  Religious  News  Service  and 
Ouistiaaily  Today. 
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Footprints  on  a  windswept  desert 

Searching  for  food  that  is  not  there  .  .  . 


By  Lounette  Templeton 


most  of  my  fellow  church 
members.  After  all,  wasn’t  the 
whole  TV  production  meant  to 
make  me  feel  guilty?  But  sudden¬ 
ly,  a  hideous  thought  crept  into  my 
consciousness.  Perhaps  I  felt  guil¬ 
ty  because  1  was  guilty.  Had  I 
become  one  of  those  whom  Paul 
suggested  is  threat  to  the 
church?  .  I  wrote  to  you  not  to 
associate  with  anyone  who  bears 
the  name  of  brother  if  he  is  guilty 
of  immorality,  or  greed,  or  is  an 
idolator . . (1  Corinthians  5:11).. 

“God  forbid,”  I  cried  —  for 
myself  —  and  for  my  church. 

Lounette  Templeton  is  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary,  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Hong  Kong. 


one  place  to  another  in  search  of- 
a  Ittle  food  to  prolong  their  agony. 
From  a  helicopter,  the  camera¬ 
man  shoots  a  panoramic  picture  of 
a  pitiful  migration,  little  specks  on 
the  grey  desert  walking 
somewhere,  nowhere. 

The  TV  commentary  ruined  my 
evening.  I  swallow^  a  white 
powdery  tablet,  the  one  that  pro¬ 
mises  quick  relief.  But  even  a 
double-strength  antacid  failed  to 
remedy  my  discomfort. 

The  carefully  nurtured  excuses 
for  selfishness  and  greed  don’t  lie 
down  and  die  either.  I  began  think¬ 
ing  how  hard  I’ve  worked  to  attain 
my  ccxnfortaUe  life-style;  besides, 
my  life-style  is  no  different  from 


matchsticks,  shuffled  along  as 
best  she  could  while  carrying  a 
whimpering  child  on  her  boney 
hip.  She  ran  and  ran,  but  there  was 
no  food  truck  coming. 

Speaking  of  running,  some  of  my 
best  friends  are  runners.  But 
honestly,  I  can’t  understand  how 
they  do  it.  I’ve  j<^ed  around  a 
track  a  couple  of  times.  I’ve  tried 
the  “ladies  keep  fit”  down  at  the 
“Y.”  I’ve  attempted  to  follow  the 
jazzercize  girls  on  TV.  For  a  while, 
I  even  jumped  on.  my  mini¬ 
trampoline  daily.  Boring  is  the 
kindest  descriptim  I  can  give  for 
all  that  masochism. 

But,  at  last  a  ladies’  group  at 
church  has  started  something  that 
sounds  like  fun.  It’s  an  exercise 
and  diet  program  combined  with 
Bible  stii^.  It  is  called  “The  Love¬ 
ly  You.”  Or,  is  it  “The  Gorgeous 
Me”?  Anyway,  each  session 
begins  with  a  weigh-in  and  a  shar¬ 
ing  time.  The  women  talk  over 
their  common  frustrations  of 
dieting  and  share  worcte  of  en¬ 
couragement  for  one  another. 
'Ihen  they  exercise  for  a  while  and 
end  the  meeting  with  Bible  study 
and  prayer.  On  second  thought,  H 
the  picUu^  of  the  young  girl  run¬ 
ning  toward  an  empty  horizon  re¬ 
mains  locked  in  my  mind,  I  can 
forget  the  first  part  of  the  ladies’ 
meeting.  I  hope  my  prayers  are 
not  too  late. 

The  commentator  says  there  are 
seven  million  starving  people  in 
Ethiopia  alone,  not  to  mention  the 
other  hungry  millions  around  the 
world.  The  to  live  is  a  mighty, 
troublesome  compulsion.  Rather 
than  sit  down  and  die,  these  peo¬ 
ple  travel  miles  and  miles,  fnan 


The  TV  camera  zoomed  in  on  a 
relief  worker  picking  his  way 
through  a  field  of  frail  men, 
women,  and  children  sitting 
languidly  on  the  parched  ground. 
He  glanced  at  the  pec^le  and  hasti¬ 
ly  drew  a  chalk  mark  across  the 
foreheads  of  some.  A  demoraliz¬ 
ing,  inhuman  act,  but  the  marked 
didn’t  blink  an  eye.  Later,  those 
with  chalk  marlu,  the  neediest, 
would  receive  clothing;  European 
style  garments  discarded  by 
fellow  members  of  the  human  race 
—  albeit  the  more  fortunate  ones. 

I  thought  of  my  own  clothes 
closet  stuffed  with  dreses  that  are 
seldom  worn  because,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  they  are  not 
quite  right.  Some  are  the  wrong 
color. 

Recently,  I  was  color-coded  and 
pronounced  “spring”  by  one  who 
has  the  gift  of  color  discernment. 
I  am  supposed  to  gradually 
replace  the  summer,  autumn,  and 
winter  odors  in  my  wardrobe  with 
the  proper  spring  ones. 

But  then,  on  the  TV  screen,  I 
saw  an  old  woman  wrapping  a 
man’s  overcoat  around  her  bare 
shoulders.  She  didn’t  seem  to  care 
that  the  color  and  the  style  were  all 
wrong  for  her,  and  I  suddenly  felt 
ashamed  of.  my  newly  purchased 
dress  that  matches  one  of  the 
swatches  I  carry  in  my  handbag. 

The  'TV  camera  caught  a  horde 
of  people  running  like  a 
stampeding  herd  across  the 
desert.  ’They  had  heard  a  nunor 
that  food  would  arrive  from  that 
direction.  An  adolescent 
youngster,  her  legs  like  brittle 


'The  small  body  lay  on  a  rough 
wooden  bench,  its  paper  thin, 
black  skin  clinging  like  plastic 
wrap  to  a  set  of  fragile  bones.  Hyp¬ 
notized,  I  stared  at  the  lifeless 
form. 

Then  I  saw  the  eyes,  two  large, 
white  circles  dotted  with  dull 
centers.  I  watched  as  the  little 
black  dots  rolled  ever-so-slowly  in 
their  milky  pools  until  they 
looked  straight  at  me.  The 
emaciated  child  willed  the  energy 
from  nowhere  to  turn  those  pierc¬ 
ing  eyes  in  my  direction. 

A  television  cameraman  had 
captured  the  moment,  and  the  pic¬ 
ture  was  beamed  to  me  while  I 
sat  in  my  comfortable  living  room, 
sipping  after  dinner  coffee.  And  I 
knew  the  eyes  of  that  half-dead 
child  could  see  through  my  usual 
rationalizations  that  tried  to 
justify  a  self-indulgent  life  style. 

I  thought  of  my  own  children 
and  the  real  or  imagined  problems 
they  had  faced  growing  up. 
Hunger  and  death  by  starvation 
were  not  among  them. 

My  thoughts  turned  to  the 
beautiful  plump  children  I  teach  at 
nursery  school.  'That  morning  they 
had  seemed  overly  active.  Since 
food  preservatives  cause  hyperac¬ 
tivity,  I  decided  maybe  they  had 
all  had  hot  dogs  for  supper.  On  the 
other  hand,  any  number  of 
psychological  problems  could 
have  contributed  to  their  extreme 
behavior.  But  somehow,  rather 
than  delve  into  the  mysterious 
reasons  for  their  exuberance,  I 
could  only  consider  how  lucky  they 
were. 


How  give  to  world  hunger? 

There  are  several  ways  in-  relief.”  Mail  contributions  to  the 

dividuals  can  contribute  through  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 

the  F(K'eign  Mission  Board  to  Boajrd,  P.'O.  Box  6767,  Richmond, 
himger  relief  in  E:tfaio|M  and  other  Va.  23230. 

African  nations  ravaged  by 
famine  and  drought: 

1.  Give  through  the  local  church. 

It’s  the  easiest  way  and  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  recom- 
mends  it.  Contributions  designated 

for  “Ethiopia  hunger  relief”  or  ^ 

“Africa  hunger  reUef’  wUl  be  sent 

to  the  ForeignMission  Board  and  Ij 

on  to  Southern  Baptist  mis-  'n\  ‘ 

sionaries  in  Africa.  But  be 

specific;  gifts  designated  for  ^  I 

“world  hunger”  will  be  used  f  / 

worldwide.  ^ '  ju  1 

2.  Send  gifts  directly  to  the 

Foreign  Mission  Board,  A  I 

designating  them  for  “Ethiopia  /  \  ar  (I 

hunger  relief’ or  “Africa  hunger  (r  l  lllli 


Baptist  doctor  spearheads 
Mexico  fire  relief  effort 


MEXICO  CITY  (BP)  -  A  Baptist 
doctor  is  helping  Mexican  churches 
and  Southern  Baptist  representatives 
respond  effectively  to  the  disastrous 
natural  gas  explosions  that  destroyed 
a  poor  section  of  Mexico  (}ity  Nov.  19. 

Sergio  Rodriguez  Maldonado,  a 
member  of  (iiood  Shepherd  Baptist 
Churdi  in  nearby  (^utitlan  Izcalli, 
got  involved  almost  immediately  in 
relief  efforts.  When  his  pastor  called 
for  action  on  the  night  of  the  disaster, ' 
Rodriguez  suggested  the  church  join 
in  work  already  begun  by  the  Lions 
Chib  he  belongs  to. 

.Many  members  went  straight  from 
dnirch  to  the  Lions  Gub  that  night  to 
help  sort  and  deliver  clothing,  food 
and  other  donations.  Rodriguez  and 
his  wife  worked  until  4  a.m. 

Women  in  the  diurcfa  prepared  food 


By  Judy  Garrett 

for  some  of  the  homeless,  but  access 
to  the  refugee  area  was  blocked. 
Rodriguez  gained  permission  for 
them  to  enter  through  contacts  he 
developed  several  years  ago  as  a 
medical  service  coordinator  for  the 
police.  He  took  his  pastor  into  the  area 
to  offer  consolation  and  spiritual  help 
for  homeless  families. 

Rodriguez  also  has  channeled  food, 
medicine  and  clothing  from  other 
Mexican  Baptist  churches  and 
Southern  Baptist  representatives. 
Southern  Baptist  representatives 
David  Daniell  of  Houston  and  Larry 
Gay  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  bought 
blankets  and  medical  supplies  with 
Foreign  Mission  Board  re^  funds. 
The  medical  supplies  were  givoi  to 
two  government  hospitals  treating 
bum  victims.  ‘The  blankets  will  be 


distributed  along  with  gospels  and 
tracts  to  needy  families  when  the 
disaster  area  is  opened. 

Southern  Baptist  personnel  re¬ 
quested  $3,500  in  relief  funds  from  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  Nov.  29  for 
more  blankets,  medicine  and  food. 
Additional  requests  are  expected. 

Rodriguez  has  traveled  throu^  the 
restricted  areas  of  2^catengo  and 
Tlalnepantla,  where  he  estimates 
29,000  refugees  from  the  disaster  have 
been  sheltered  until  they  can  be 
relocated  in  government  housing. 

He  has  seen  many  of  the  thousands 
of  survivng  bum  victims.  Most  were 
only  superficially  burned,  but 
Rodriguez  says  more  than  600  severe¬ 
ly  burned  people  will  need  long-term 
treatment,  inchiding  skin  grafts.  The 
death  toll,  meanwhile,  has  climbed 


past  400. 

To  date  no  Ba(>tists  are  known  dead 
or  seriously  injured,  but  a  member  of 
a  mission  church  in  C^utepec  had 
not  been  seen  days  after  the  explo¬ 
sions.  Since  the  area  is  still  sealed  off 
and  no  one  has  been  able  to  search  for 
her,  it  is  believed  she  could  be  alive 
but  unable  to  contact  family 
members  or  other  Baptists.  No  ma¬ 
jor  damage  to  Baptist  churches  or 
homes  in  the  area  has  been  reported. 

Gloria  Avina  Ruiz,  a  student  at  the 
Mexican  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  the  city,  was  visiting  ha- 
parents  in  La  Laguna,  a  neighborhood 
near  the  disaster  area,  when  the  first 
explosion  occurred  early  in  the  mor¬ 
ning.  ’They  went  to  their  roof  and  saw 
flames  and  people  running  down  the 
streets  dressed  only  in  pajamas  or 
wrapped  in  blankets. 

Ruiz  and  her  brother  took  their 
father’s  large  truck  to  help  evacuate 
residents.  Arriving  at  the  disaster 
scene,  however,  they  were  turned 
back  by  authorities  because  of  the 
danger.  They  were  on  the  street  when 
a  second  expioskn  came.  The  sky  was 
completely  light  from  the  fires.  Peo¬ 


ple  ran  randomly,  shouting  “No,  it’s 
not  possible!” 

The  two  drove  home  and  opened  the 
small  Baptist  church  next  to  their 
home  to  refugees.  They  served  tea 
and  offered  consolation,  but  numy 
people  were  too  dazed  to  understand 
what  they  said.  Later  their 
neighborhood  was  also  briefly 
evacuate.  It  was  “a  nightmare 
become  reality,”  she  said.  “Now  is 
when  people  need  us.” 

Baptist  physician  Rodriguez 
believes  the  largest  long-term  pro¬ 
blem  will  be  the  thousands  of  people 
sufiering  psychological  trauma  from 
the  experience.  He  expects  many  to 
seek  counseling. 

Baptist  relief  work  must  not  be  “a 
little  here,  a  little  there,  but  rather 
specific  help  where  really  needed,” 
he  said.  Baptists  will  go  house-to- 
house  distributing  aid  as  soon  as  the 
refugees  and  relocated  and  afrected 
zones  are  reopened.  “We  will  be  there 
to  meet  not  o^y  their  material  needs, 
but  their  spiritual  needs  as  well.” 

Garrett  Is  the  Santbera  Baptist 
press  representathre  In  Mexies. 
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Southwestern  faculty 
supports  Dilday’s  actions 

By  Jim  Jones 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)—  thefaculty  noted;  “Hiis conservative, 
Faculty  members  at  Southwestern  biblical  statement  expresses  the 
Baptist  'Hieological  Seminary  in  Fort  heart  of  the  historic  Baptist  faith.  All 
Worth,  Texas,  have  given  school  of  us  who  teach  at  Southwestern 
President  Russell  H.  Dilday  Jr.  a  vote  seminary  sign  that  statement  and 
of  confidence  as  he  comes  under  teach  within  its  doctrinal 
criticism  for  speaking  out  about  the  framework.” 
division  between  Baptist  conservative  Tfie  faculty  also  stressed  loyalty  to 

and  moderate  factions.  the  SBC  and  the  Cooperative  Pro- 

In  a  special  called  session  of  the  gram,  the  convention’s  voluntary, 
faculty  Nov.  13  while  Dilday  was  in  unified  budget  plan,  as  a  vital  part  of 
Kansas  Gty,  Mo.,  approximately  90  the  seminary’s  heritage.  “Lee  R. 
of  the  105  faculty  members  apfHoved  Scarborough,  president  of 
a  resolution  stating  Dilday  had  a  right  Southwestern  seminary  from  1915  to 
and  a  duty  to  speak  out  on  the  current  1942,  led  the  campaign  which  formed 
controversy.  No  count  was  taken  of  the  Cooperative  Program,”  the 
the  standing  vote  but  no  one  stood  in  resolution  said.  Scarborough  also 
opposition.  countered  efforts  by  fundamoitalists 

Scott  Tatum,  professor  of  to  undo  the  SBC’s  “cooperative 
preaching  and  a  senior  faculty  witnessand  work,”  the  faculty  added, 
member,  presided  at  the  special  ses-  The  closing  paragraph  of  the  state- 

sion,  said  John  Newport,  {Mvvost  and  ment  said :  “For  more  than  75  years 
vice-president  for  academic  affairs  at  the  presidents,  faculty  and  trustees  of 
the  seminary.  Newport  said  he  didn’t  this  seminary  have  stood  in  the 
know  whether  faculty  members  who  forefront  of  Baptist  cooperation  in  a 
might  disagree  with  Dilday’s  stand  united  effcHl  to  share  the  gospel.  We 
stayed  away  from  the  meeting,  but  call  ail  Southern  Baptists  to  join  us  in 
“I’m  sure  that  some  don’t  agree  with  preserving  this  noble  heritage.” 
everything  he  says,  but  I  think  they  (Jim  Jones  is  relighm  edBor  for  the 

agree  on  his  right  to  speak  out.”  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram.) 

The  three-point  resolution  approv¬ 
ed  by  the  seminary  faculty,  which  is  o?  .  rl  ♦ 

considered  among  the  most  conser-  ^  CflSlCrU  SlllQ011lS 

vative  of  the  faculties  of  the  six  Bap-  fnr'iiltv 

tist  seminaries,  also  reaffirmed  the  oUppori  laCUiiy 

faculty’s  belief  in  the  Baptist  Faith  WAKE  FOREST,  N.  C.  (BP)— Foir 
and  Message,  a  doctrinal  statement  hundred  and  sixty  students  at 


A  state-wide  benevolent  fund  should  With  all  due  respect  to  and  ap- 

be  established  to  provide  benefits  to  preciatioo  for  the  contributions  Mr. 
unempk^fed  pastors.  A  fund  in  excess  (hooper  has  made,  I  feel  this  article 
of  $150,000  could  be  established  for  reflects  a  dislike  for  the  fact  that  the 
about  $.25  per  each  church  member.  Pastors’  Conference,  especially  in  re- 
Annual  replenishment  of  the  fund  cent  years,  is  setting  a  tone  for  the 
could  be  made  by  individual  dnirches  convention.  What  better  group  to  do 
similar  to  the  refirement  system.  The  it  than  pastors,  those  closest  to  the 
fund  could  be  adminstered  by  one  of  heartbeat  of  our  churches, 
the  existing  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  I  personally  believe  it  is  wrong  to 
vention  agencies.  The  agency  would  ask  pastors  to  declare  convention 
establish  policies,  procedures,  and  business  matters  off  limits.  Such  mat- 
criteria  for  receiving  benefits.  ters  need  the  prophetic  voice  of  (iiod’s 

Each  lay  Christian  should  be  con-  preachers  —  onintemipted.  I  might 
cerned  about  the  treatment  of  add! 

pastcH^,  including  financial  provi-  I  also  can’t  help  but  wonder  why 
sions.  First,  because  of  the  great  pro-  I’ve  not  read  anything  about  our 
mise  given  in  Isaiah  58:7-14.  Second-  seminary  presidents  using  their  posi- 
ly,  because  each  will  be  required  to  tion  to  declare  “b(dy  war”  (is  there 
give  an  accountability  for  th^  treat-  any  such  thing?)  against  fellow 
ment  fA  pastws.  Southern  Baptists  and  making  plans 

If  enough  Christians  would  noake  to  repudiate  a  duly  dected  convention 
thdr  views  known  to  leaders  oi  the  president.  An  opinion  on  that  is  in 
convention,  such  a  program  could  be  order, 
established  to  help  unemployed  Ra^y  McHan,  pastor 

pastors.  Pine  Grove  Church 

Kimble  HemlM«e  Ellisville 

Hattiesburg  \  comment  on  yonr  last  statement 

One  of  the  frustrations  of  compiling  was  in  oar  issae  of  Sept.  27  on  Page 
a  weekly  newspaper  is  that  there  is  8  in  an  edit«rial  titled.  “Is  the  SBC 
always  more  that  needs  to  be  printed  still  nsefnl?”  —  Editor, 
about  jnst  about  every  subject.  Not 
mach  has  been  said  about  the 
benevolent  fund  that  Mississippi  Bap-  ^  |.«  i., 

tlsts  have  for  terminated  ministers,  dllXOFUl&IlS 
though  it  has  been  mentioned  at  least  Klantc 

once  before.  1  appreciate  this  oppor-  UlctUiko^  ,. 

tunlty  of  menUo^  it  aga^  I  am  gAN  DIEGO  (BP>l-California 
to  point  out  that  Mississippi  Bap-  Southern  Baptists  have  elected  the 
t^  alTMdy  such  a  M  that  is  black  to  hold  the  convention’s 
financed  through  the  Cooperative  highest  office. 

Pr^am.  So  actuaUy  your  very  fine  vViUie  T.  Gaines  Jr.,  pastor  of  San 
^eo^assiooatesi^estionbbe-  Jose’s  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  for 
mg  worked  ^  as  you  have  suggested  from  a  field 

except  that  it  is.channelcd  through  the  ^  fjyg  candidates.  Black  pastors  have 
Cooperative  Pro^am  to  give  it  been  vice-presidents  of  the  California 
stabiUty  and  continuity.  It  is  ad-  convention  befbre.  • 

I!!  if  o'.  ^  The  cooperative  spirit  was  marked 

Chme^Mi^ter  Relati^  ^  Annul-  by  changes  in  administrative  leader- 
ty  Clifton  Perkins  is  the  director.  -  ^hip  with  messengers  honoring  retir- 

bdltOr*  ino  AVTAMafikfA  UiirvKAc  onrl 


Medicare  Supplement 

Enrollment  now  available  at  Age  64  or  Older 

GUARANTEED  RENEWABLE 

Pre-exiating  conditions  covered  after  1  month  (optional) 

POLICY  FORM  MS20e3 

Wo  pay  1 00%  of  Modkoro  Part  A  (hospital)  dodwctiblos. 

Wo  pay  1 00%  of  tho  initial  Part  6  doductiblo  ooch  calondar  yoar.  ($75*00) 

Wo  will  pay  100%  of  tho  difforonco  botwoon  tho  romaining  oligiblo 
oxponsos  you  inwr  during  tho  yoar  (In  or  oat  of  hosDitall  and  tho  omounts 
you  rocoivo  from  Modkoro  for  thoso  oxponsos,  subioct  to  but  not  to  oxcood 
1(X)%  of  tho  Modicoro  ollowoblo  choigot. 

Exanipla 

Total  Part  B  bill  $3,000.00 

Modlcara  allowad  $1700 

Mediesrt  paid  $1,300.00 

Plaa  pays  Part  B  dodactibla  7S.00 

Plaa  pays  oa  txcaaa  axpaasas  1,62S.OO 

lasartd  pays  _ o_ 

For  Information  phono  372-9555  or  moll  coupon  to: 


Help  for  terminated 
ministers 


f 


Because 
I  Love 
Him 

Week  of  Prayer 
for  Foreign 
Missions 

December  2-9,  1984 

Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering 
Goal:  $66,000,000 


A  CHRISTMAS  VISIT— /?a>' 
Register  (right).  Southern  Baptist 
representative  to  Israel,  calls  on  a  long¬ 
time  frimd,  Abuhakam,  an  Arab  noble 
and  mmhant  whose  sons  studied  at  the 
Nazareth  Baptist  School.  As  director  of 
visitation  and  evangelism  in  Arab 
villages.  Register  has  taught  English  to 
some  of  the  merchant's  relatives.  Lottie 
Moon  gifts  have  helped  support  the 
Registers'  18-year  ministry  in  the 
(jalilee  area,  where  a  number  of  dtur- 
ches  and  Bed>tist  centers  have  bem  built 
with  Lottie  Moon  funds.  (FMB) 
PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge. 


CHILDREN:  COUNT  IT  ALL  JOY  -  MK  Sommer  Hicks  frolics  on  the 
rocky  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee  with  her  dad,  Ray.  Hicks,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  evangelist  who  works  in  Tur'an,  Israel,  and  his  daughter  were  not  far 
from  the  village  where  Mary  Magdalene  grew  up.  (FMB  Photo  by  Don 
Rutledge) 


A  or  Southern  Baptist  representatives 
in  Israel,  Christmas  is  the  best  time  of  the 
year  to  share  the  gospel  of  Jesus. 

In  the  land  of  the  Savior’s  birth,  crowds 
hear  the  Singers  of  Praise  in  a  program  en¬ 
ding  with  the  “Hallelujah  Chorus.”  Both 
Arabs  and  Jews  look  forward  to  visits  in 
the  homes  of  their  Christian  acquain¬ 
tances.  Chandler  Lanier  says  the  obser¬ 
vance  is  “  the  one  witness  that  is  accepted 
without  hesitation  by  Israelis.” 

Almost  50  Southern  Baptists,  supported 
in  large  part  by  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering,  work  from  Ashkelon  to  Galilee. 
Mike  and  Elaine  Greer,  who  live  in 
Bethlehem,  decided  last  year  to  walk  with 
their  three  small  children  up  the  hill,  just 
as  Mary  and  Joseph  did  so  long  ago.  After 
a  visit  to  Manger  Square,  the  family  walk¬ 
ed  on  to  the  Field  of  the  Shepherds,  where 
Mike  helped  lead  a  worship  service. 

^  they  returned  home,  Elaine  asked 
Michael, six,  what  he  had  learned  from  the 
visit.  “Mommy,”  he  caid,  “I  guess  we  live 
in  the  most  wonderful  place  in  the  world.” 
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an  at  Midnight 


What  is  the  Lottie  Moon 


Christmas  Offering? 


“Midnight!”  the  conductor  called,  Thursday  morning,  he  was  raking 
not  for  time  of  night  but  for  name  of  leaves.  The  heavy,  snow-like  frost  of 
next  stop  in  the  Mississippi  Delta,  early  morning  had  gone  and  sunshine 
“AUoff  for  Midnight!”  A  young  man,  had  soaked  the  slopes  and  trees 
junior  at  Mississippi  Collie,  stef^ied  behind  him  with  red  gold. 
down  from  the  train.  It  was  the  fall  of  He  remained  as  pastor  at  Straight 
1929.  Bayou  until  1934,  he  told  me,  while  liv- 

Clyde  Carra way  planned  to  preach  ing  in  Belzoni  and  teaching  school.  _ 

that  Saturday  night  in  the  Baptist  Also  he  was  part-time  pastor  of  Four 
church  in  Midnight.  Already  he  was  Mile  Lake  and  Spanish  Fort. 
part-time  pastor  at  Antioch  (Simp-  Probably,  he  said,  he  became  the 
son)  and  Rock  Hill  (Rankin).  The  first  associational  director  of  mis- 
Flood  of  1927  had  stopped  services  in  sions  in  Mississippi  when  the  WMU  of 
the  Midnight  church.  Now  gamblers  the  old  Deer  Creek  Association 
often  gathered  at  night  within  its  employed  him  in  1933.  Mrs.  Fletcher 
walls.  Click  of  dice  and  shuffle  Skull  Sr.  of  Hollandale  was  associa- 
cards  overwhelmed  the  squeak  of  tional  WMU  director.  When  he  began, 
mice.  (Just  a  few  weeks  ago,  55  years  there  were  eight  churches  in  the 
someone  asked  me,  “Did  you  association’s  four  counties  (Sharkey, 
ever  hear  how  Midnight  got  its  name?  Issaquena,  Humphreys,  Washington) . 

A  gambler  won  the  whole  town,  on  the  In  the  next  four  years  he  organized  14 
stroke  midnight.”) 

Amazingly,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  To  every  church  he  organized,  he 
Convention  Board  owned  that  said,  “I  won’t  help  you  organize 
building.  But  lots  of  Delta  places  in  unless  you  promise  to  give  10%  of  all 
those  days.  I’m  told,  were  a  law  unto  your  offerings  to  the  Cooperative  Pro- 
themselves.  Consequently,  R.  B.  gram.  Maybe  that’s  not  scriptural, 

Gunter,  secretary,  but  that’s  my  policy.” 

Mississippi  Baptists,  agreed  with  Car-  Those  early  years  of  mission  work  ^  q  Carraway 

raway  that  some  preaching  in  the  (33-37)  he  remembers  as  yearsheen¬ 
building  would  be  a  good  idea.  And  joyed  most,  though  they  were  hardest  school.  ( I  suppose  the  law  of  the  Wild 
that  night  the  minister  got  there  physically.  “I  lived  out  of  a  suitcase  West  still  prevailed,  for  nothing  had 
before  the  gamblers.  He  swept  the  —  sometimes  slept  on  the  floor  —  been  done  about  it.)  Rowdy 
floor,  dusted  off  the  pews,  found  a  few  caught  the  seven-year  itch  more  than  characters  kept  hanging  a,bout  the 
hymnbooks  scattered  here  and  there,  once.”  One  host’s  memorable  “best”  building,  inside  and  outside.  Finally 
Seven  came  to  hear  his  sermon.  He  for  supper  was  rooster  and  rice.  Carraway  told  them,  “Some  want  to 
spent  the  night  with  the  Bullards,  and  He  organized  the  Louise  Church.  In  hear  preaching,  and  I’m  going  to 
preached  again  next  morning.  Louise,  he  baptized  25  in  a  private  preach.  The  rest  of  you  just  keep 

One  who  came  both  times  was  Will  swimming  pool.  “I  first  baptized  a  quiet.”  Then  be  asked  the  marshal  to 
Turner,  who  had  killed  bears  when  he  CWnese  there,”  he  said.  Chuck  Woo  come  and  sit  in  the  services  at  night, 
cleared  his  land  and  who  owned  the  kept  his  eyes  closed  as  he  climbed  into  “The  church  is  now  on  a  site  given  to 
only  car  in  the  Straight  Bayou  com-  the  pool,  and  all  the  time  he  was  be-  the  Lord  in  the  30s,”  he  said,  “but 
munity,  a  Touring  Ford.  Turner  said,  ing  baptized,  and  until  ne  stepped  out  they  worshiped  a  long  time  in  the  old 
“C!ome  preach  at  Straight  Bayou  this  of  the  water.  v  school  building.” 

afternoon.  We  don’t  have  a  pastor.”  “Why  did  you  do  that?”  Carraway  One  of  his  most  dramatic  answers 
Out  there,  the  flood-ravaged  old  asked  him.  to  prayer  came,  he  recalls,  when  he 

building  was  propped  l^)  with  cypress  “Because  I  felt  so  close  to  God.  He  was  trying  to  organize  the  Clary 
logs.  The  people  t^rd  him,  and  call-  was  so  near,  I  was  afraid  to  open  my  Church.  The  sawmill  town  already 

ed  him  immediately  as  pastor,  eyes.”  had  a  Methodist  church,  but  no  Bap- 

Tumer  asked,  “How  much  did  your  Since  then,  he  has  had  numerous  tist.  Some  of  the  Methodists  —  one  in 
roundtrip  train  ticket  cost?”  Chinese  friends.  Many  times,  he  has  particular  —  did  not  think  the  town 

“4.28.”  served  as  interim  pastor  of  the  needed  a  Baptist  church,  and  did  not 

“So  let’s  p>ay  him  $4.28  a  trip  for  his  Chinese  Baptist  Church  in  Geveland  mind  saying  so.  Neither  then  would 

salary,”  Turner  suggested.  They  where  Mrs.  Carraway  taught  a  Sun-  the  Methodists  allow  a  Baptist  mis- 

votedyts.  (If  I  figure  correctly,  that  day  School  class  on  Sunday  after-  sion  to  meet  in  their  building, 

was  zero  for  time  and  work.)  Later  he  noons.  (In  their  trailer  now,  she  has  But  Carraway  kept  praying.  “I 
bought  Turner’s  car  for  $15,  to  use  in-  an  exquisite  collection  of  Chinese  knewl  was  in  the  Lord’s  work.  I  knew 
stead  of  the  train.  curios.)  he  was  going  to  give  us  a  church.” 

Thus  began  an  era  of  service  in  the  In  years  since,  he  has  baptized  Eventually,  permission  did  come  for 
Delta,  by  a  man  whose  name  has  several  thousand  persons.  (He didn’t  Baptists  to  meet  at  the  school.  Then' 
become  legend.  My  husband  grew  up  keep  a  record. )  “'The  most  was  104  at  a  site  for  a  building  became  available, 

at  Straight  Bayou.  For  the  29  years  I  Boyle  one  Sunday  night.  Many  times,  (Darraway  helped  buy  lumber  and  to 

have  been  married  to  him,  I  have  there  were  50  or  more  at  one  service.”  build,  and  stayed  as  pastor,  1936-42. 

heard  his  parents  and  brothers  and  While  pastor  at  Straight  Bayou,  he  At  the  same  time,  he  preached  at  Ar- 

sisters  speak  with  love  and  highest  baptiz^  80  new  members  in  t^  mud-  cola,  half-time, 

admirationof  “Brother  Carraway.’ I  dy  Sunflower  River.  While  pastor  at  Boyle,  1942-52,  he  Vietnam  (Mrs.  Lewis  Myers,  whose  years  there,  he  established  a  budget 

met  him  first,  I  think,  when  he  After  he  had  organized  the  church  preached  too  at  Rounda way  (Satur-  husband  is  now  on  the  FMB  staff).  On  the  third  try,  he  retired  this  yeai 

preached  my  mother-in-law’s  funeral  at  Silver  City,  he  and  other  men  tore  day  nights)  and  Interstate  (Sunday  In  1952,  he  organized  Riverside,  in  February  and  moved  to  Farm 

in  1963.  From  time  to  time,  across  the  down  the  old  church  at  Midnight,  afternoons).  Many,  because  of  his  CHarksdale,  and  built  its  first  building,  haven. 

years,  I  have  seen  or  heard  him  at  They  pulled  out  the  nails,  took  the  labors,  have  entered  the  ministry.  Bill  During  a  tent  revival,  “there  were  60  On  July  15,  1984,  he  preached  th< 

other  gatherings,  and  felt  the  warmth  place  apart,  and  put  it  back  together,  Causey,  pastor  at  Parkway,  Jackson,  or  70  commitments.”  He  dug  a  bap-  dedication  sermon  for  a  new  sane 

of  his  handclasp.  His  quiet  confidence  plank  by  plank,  over  the  pit  he  had  andi  n  former  president  of  the  tistry  right  there  in  the  tent.  With  an  tuary  at  Silver  City.  The  memben 

inspires  trust.  dug  for  a  taptistry  in  Silver  City.  For  Misfis^ippi  Baptist  Convention,  old-fashioned  hand  pump,  he  pumped  gave  silver  plaques  of  appreciation  U 

Last  week,  for  the  first  time,  I  had  a  pastorium,  he  remodeled  one  of  the  jw-eached  his  first  sermon  at  Boyle  water  into  it.  him  and  his  wife.  Hers  said,  “Who  car 

a  chance  to  sit  and  listen  to  him  talk  oldest  houses  in  Silver  City.  while  C.  C.  Carraway  was  pastor  From  his  one  out-of-state  pastorate  find  a  virtuous  woman,  for  her  price 

for  2*A  hours.  At  age  77,  he  retired  last  He  organized  the  church  at  Gooden  there.  Another  he  influenced  was  Bob  at  Brunswick,  Tenn.,  he  returned  to  is  far  above  rubies  .  .  .  .”  His  quoted 

February  (for  the  third  time).  Now  he  Lake,  but  he  had  to  “call  the  law”  to  Simmons,  former  pastor  arid  mis-  Calvary,  Cleveland  (58-73).  At  age  67,  a  proverb  that  always  he  has  lived 

and  his  wife,  Eva,  live  in  a  mobile  help  him  do  it.  A  little  group  there  met  sionary  to  the  Philippines,  now  pro-  he  announced  his  retirement.  Silver  by:  “Do  the  best  you  can  with  whal 

home  in  their  daughter,  Margaret  at  the  school  to  hear  liim  preach.  Not  fessor  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  CSty  called  him  for  a  second  time.  He  you  have  where  you  are,  for  Jesus 

Johnson’s,  yard  at  Farmhaven,  long  before,  one  man  had  shot  and  baptized  Antoinette  Alexander  stayed  eight  years.  In  1981,  he  retired  sake  today.” 

Mhdison  (bounty.  When  I  got  there  killed  another  on  the  steps  of  the  Myers,  who  went  as  a  missionary  to  again.  Schlater  called  him.  In  two  ((Continued  next  week) 


It’s  a  hypodermic  needle  in  a  Gaza  hospital 
a  farm  in  Israel 
a  hospital  in  Yemen. 

The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
serves  in  the  Middle  Elast. 

It’s  a  station  wagon  In  Abeokuta 
a  missionary  residence  in  Oyo 
a  typewriter  in  Ibadan. 

The  Lottie  Moon  CIhristmas  Offering 
serves  in  Africa. 

It’s  a  seminary  in  Zurich 
a  printing  press  in  Rome 
a  choice  hunk  of  land  in  Madrid 


The  Lottie  Moon  (?hristm2is  Offering 
serves  in  Europe. 

It’s  a  bookstore  in  Singapore 
a  summer  camp  dormitory  in  Bangkok 
a  television  program  in  Indonesia. 

' ,  The  Lottie  Moon  (Christmas  Offering 

serves  in  the  Orient. 

'The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
is  the  result  of  need  and  concern,  hope  and 
help,  understanding  and  compassion  and 
prayer,  and  giving,  because  a  tiny  Southern 
woman  went  to  C!hina  in  response  to  the 
same  command  you  and  I  read  every  day. 

I  give  through  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering,  because  it  is  my 
chance  to  be  missionary.  v. 

—Betty  Jo  Corum 


Jesus’  birthday  gift 


This  Christmas  when  you  make  your  list 
Of  gifts  that  you  will  give. 

Will  you  put  Jesus  on  your  list? 

He  died  that  we  might  live. 

He  died  upon  the  cross  to  save 
Elach  person  on  the  earth. 

If  they  believe  in  him,  he  will 
Give  to  each  one  new  birth. 

Since  (Christmas  is  his  birthday, 

-Should  we  not  give  to  him 


A  gift  that’s  worthy  of  his  love 
To  show  his  love  for  them? 

Let's  give  to  Lottie  Moon  this  year 
More  than  we  did  befiH'e, 

So  missionaries  across  the  sea 
May  find  an  open  door. 

We  need  to  send  the  Good  News  now 
Before  it  is  too  late. 

So  millions  who  have  never  heard 
C!an  enter  heaven’s  gate. 


Beth  Mitchell  Cooley 
Gulfport 


Arkansas  rice,  Mississippi  trucker  meet  in  Ghana 


A  third  letter,  from  Douglas  A. 
Bryant,  president  of  the  Ghana  Bap¬ 
tist  Mission  in  Kumasi,  detailed  the 
distribution  of  the  Arkansas  rice  and 
blankets.  According  to  Bryant,  the 
men  government  had  requested  one-third 
to  eat  their  fill  befwe  women  and  of  the  rice  be  shared  with  noo- 
diildren.  Little  childrra  suffering  the  Baptists.  Toward  this  end, '12 
most  because  they  couldn’t  figU  older  hospitals,  eight  prisons,  two 
brothers  and  sisters  to  get  at  the  lit-  cluldren’s  homes,  a  mvses’  training 

c<^ege  and  a  secondary  school  —  all 

^,000  pounds  of  rice  and  5^^  posted  at  fuel  depots  to  maintain  Evoywhere  he  left  a  bag  rice,  in  eight  towns  — received  a  portion  of 

- '.  It  eventually  took  the  CcM’ley  told  the  pec^le  it  was  “an  ex-  the  rice. 

mmcan  Embassy  to  secure  ade-  pression  of  love  fnmi  Baptist  Chris-  The  remaind^  <rf  the  grain  was 
uate  fuel  for  the  project.  tiana  in  Arkansas.”  distributed  among  120  Baptist  chur- 

When  he  drove  to  the  Nalerigu  port  It  was  an  exp'ession  of  love  that  ches,  Bryant  exidained. 

)  load  each  shipment,  he  faced  arm-  made  a  difference,  according  to  a  let-  As  for  the  blankets,  3,000  were 

Iguards  who  usually  tried  to  extort  ter  fnun  missionary  Davis  to  the  given  to  d^t  hospitals  2,000  went 
bribe  finm  him  before  allowing  him  Arkansas  Baptist  State  Convention,  to  seven  prisons,  where  Uankets  are 

•  leave.  Often,  valuable  grain  is  Davis  shared  his  gratitude  for  the  “practicaUy  non-existent,”  Bryant 

ikra  in  this  manner  and  sold  on  the  ‘“privilege  of  Uddng  200  h«g«  (of  rice)  wrote. 

^ck  market.  out  to  the  40  churches”  he  and  his  wife  As  for  Glen  Corley,  he  had  “the 

But  Corley  came  prepared,  serve.  Davis  also  reported  having  greatest  mission  trip  ever.”  Before 

But  his  initial  answer  was  native.  Loading  his  pockets  with  bubUegum,  delivered  blanks  to  a  large  gov^-  going  to  Ghana,  “I  didn’t  think  God 

With  a  wife  and  four  kids  at  home,  ink  pens  a^  pamphlets,  he  man-  m«it  hosiutal  and  a  inison,  where  would  be  able  to  use  me  in  missions 

‘**®*®®*-  how  could  he  afford  to  take  time  off  aged  to  leave  the  port  ekch  time  with  most  of  the  inmates  slept  uncovered  because  I’m  a  trucker,  not  a  doctor  or 

Acrora  the  African  continent,  up  to  from  wm*  to  go  to  Ghana?  How  his  load  intact.  “They  didn’t  get  one  on  the  ground  or  on  their  cell  floors,  teacher  or  anger,”  he  sakl  “But  now 

150  million  people  are  reported  facing  would  he  cover  the  cost  of  the  trip?  pound  of  rice  from  me,”  he  bragged.  Consequently,  many  had  contracted  I  know  that  God  uses  common  peofrie 

starvation.  S<xne  accounts  place  the  How  would  he  provide  for  his  family  With  a  tank  of  gas  and  a  load  of  yellow  fever.  with  ordinary  occiqiatianB  *nH  talents 

ntraber  of  refugees  as  high  as  5  during  that  time?  rice,  Coriey  then  faced  the  rugged  trip  Another  letter  came  from  Mr.  and  to  perfwm  his  mi^itiest  works.  I 

milhon.  Last  year,  nearly  a  miUum  His  answer  came  in  the  fcMui  of  north.  Piloting  the  massive  truck  ov&c  Mrs.  Walter  Moore  of  Mma,  who  know  he  wants  to  use  each  of  us,  both 

Gtonaians  were  forced  out  of  their  donations,  a  total  of  $7,000  from  local  horribly  pot-bqled  roads  required  all  served  nine  years  as  missionaries  at  abroad  and  in  our  local  corn- 

refuge  in  Nigeria  and  marched  across  churches  and  individuals.  Corley’s  his  expertise.  Often  be  drove  for  three  a  Nalerigu 

two  countries  back  to  Ghana.  In  ad-  employer,  Dick  Miller,  who  owns  a  or  four  hours  mhking  mily  five'to  15  wrote  to  tell 

dition  to  the  returned  refugees,  Jackson  transport  company,  gave  miles  per  hour.  hospital  had 

drought,  famine  and  disease,  several  him  the  time  off  —  and  a  $1,000  coo-  What  he  saw  crmfirmed  the  news  bags  of  rice. 


iiim  Loriey  is  a  truck  driver,  years  of  political  instability  had  left  tributioo  as  well.  Even  Corley’s  reports  back  home.  An  elderly 
Nothing  special.  Just  a  hard-working,  the  econmny  severely  depressed  and  Teamster’s  Union  local  got  into  the  woman  trying  to  care  for  17 
46-year-okl  husband  ^  father  of  the  Ghanaian  government  incapable  act.  malnourished  children.  Patients  in  a 

A  membw  of  Olive  Church  in  of  effectively  addressing  the  In  March  1284,  (Corley  found  himself  mental  hospital  so  weak  bum  hunger 

catastrophe.  on  his  way  to  Ghana.  He  spent  11  they  couldn’t  even  get  to  their  feet. 

Coriey  had  been  moved  by  news  Southern  Baptists  had  sent  in  weekstbereanddelivoredhalf  of  the  Family  traditioiB  which  allowed 
reports  rf  famine  and  starvation  in  400,000  pounds  of  fertilizer  and  150,000  rice  Aricansas  Baptist  sent  to  relieve 
West  Africa.  When  be  read  that  Ralph  doses  of  yellow  fever  vaccine  in  1983.  the  famine 
Davis,  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to  Arkansas  Baptists,  confronted  with  The  task  was  not  easy.  Fuel  shor- 
(jhana,  had  returned  to  MississipfM  to  Ghana’s  need,  pledged  at  their  1963  tages  had  created  wwA-inng  waits  for 
recuperate  from  a  broken  leg,  he  annual  meeting  in  Pine  Bluff  to  send  gasoline.  Armed  guards  had  to  be  Ue  food  left, 
decided  to  call  and  check  out  the  r - 

r«P0rt8-  blankets  for  the  relief  efimt.  The  order 

“When  I  asked  what  we  could  do  to  response  to  that  challenge  was  so  Anmi 
help,  I  was  thinking  we  might  send  great  that  320,000  pounds  —  an  extra  quate 
some  mon^  or  food,”  he  recalled.  “I  two  shipments  —  were  actually  Whe 
was  surprised  when  he  (David)  told  shif^ied.  to  load 

me  that  what  they  really  needed  was  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  edgua 

a  truck  driver.”  Ghana  needed  someone  to  help  a  brilx 

Ihe  Southern  Baptist  mission  in  transport  that  rice.  They  had  a  to  lea 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

ScM  ft  ClMPCli  Fmidrt 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tobies,  desks  aad 
faraishiags  (or  Classroom,  Library,  Saaday 
School,  Aaditoriam.  Cafeteria  aad^  every 
School  aad  Charch  ase. 

.  EVERYTHINC  FOR  HVTfI!nnf||T 

THE  SCHOOL 
ANDCHURCH 


PINEVILLE,  La.  (BP)  -  Loui- 

■Pftm'-  siana  Baptists  increased  Coc^ierative 

Program  giving  to  the  Souttiern  Bap- 
Convention  from  34  to  34.25  per- 
cent  when  they  adopted  a  $16 
budget  for  1985  during  their  137th  ses- 
in  Pineville  Nov. 

Messengers  also  affirmed  women 
in  their  Christian  service  and  “stead- 
fastly”  supported  Baptist  Press,  the 
SBC’s  news  agency,  that  “cannot  and 
will  not  be  controll^  <»*  pressured  to 
less  than  the  whole 
-  The  $16  increased 

by  $250,000 

34.25  percent  for  Southern  Baptist 

GRAIN  FOR  ZIMBABWE  —  Long  before  television  newscasts  brought  African  programs  and  65.75  percent  for  Loui- 
hunger  to  American  attention,  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  were  involved  in  hunger  siana  programs, 
relief  in  a  number  of  African  countries.  Here.  gWBH  is  delivered  to  people  in  the  Gokwe  Three  adopted  resolutions  focused 
area  of  Zimbabwe,  where  drought  and  the  rosW^j  malnourishment  were  problems  on  gambling,  one  restating  opposition 
that  prompted  the  start  of  Baptists’  People  iMVCare  Project.  Louisiana  Baptists  to  further  legalize  gambling,  one  to 
committed  themselves  to  provide  volunteers  (of  !he  project  beginning  in  December  launch  earnest  efforts  to  eduute  in- 
^^^82  and  continuing  through  1985.  WeH-driNMg,  nutritional  training  and  improved  dividuals  about  gambling's  “destruc- 
health  care  are  all  part  of  the  rural  development  program.  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  Jim  five  effects”  and  the  third  a  call  to 
Richardson.  '  repeal  charitable  gambling  laws. 


The  Hebrew-Greek  Key  Study  Bible 

edited  by  Spiros  Zodhiates,  Th.D. 

■  product  ol  AMG  PutMhacm 


A  completely  new  concept  in  study 
Bibles.  This  Bible  contains  over  40 
years  of  research  by  the  editor, 
Spiros  Zodhiates.  a  Greek  by  birth 
and  considered  a  gifted  biblical 
scholar  by  his  contemporaries. 

He  is  the  author  of  some  300 
Bible-study  books  and  booklets 
in  both  Greek  and  English. 

This  publication  is  an  historic  . 
achievement  of  benefit  to . 
all  biblical  students. 


□  Key  words  tranalilanaed  and 
explained  □  GraaHaalical 
helpasectkMi  □  Staonga  Dic¬ 
tionary  □  Comptala  naar  laai- 
con  □  Three  tnarirar  ribbooa 
□  Leather  bound  q  King 
^  James' Text  □  12iMS  color 
^  mape  □  ExagaHcal  nolaa 
I  □  Introdudian  to  aach 

K  book  □  Rad  LaMar 


Seminaries  involve  8,769  through  SEED 


BAPTIST  ^ 
BOOK  STORE 


DOM  retires  in 
Pearl  River  County 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  11 
lliarfdaj,  Deccnber  C.  1W4 


iwo  agencies 
form  libraries 


Marvin  K.  Lee  has  announced  that  seen  Pearl  River  Association  experi- 
he  will  retire  Dec.  31,  as  director  of  HH^H|||H|Hencea  tremendous 
missions  for  Pearl  River  Association,  growth  in  every 

according  to  a  report  from  G.  A.  H  area.  The  associa- 

McCoy,  member  of  the  Mississippi  tional  budget  has 

Baptist  Convention  Board  from  Pearl  increased  from 

River  Association.  ft  *  jP^^^^|$23,775  in  1975 

Lee’s  ministry  has  spanned  45  ■  <^Q|||H^Hto  $70,657;  Coop- 

years  and  6  months ;  he  was  licensed  ■  '  erative  Program 

to  preach  in  June  1939,  at  Union  Bap-  A  gifts  from  $118,108 

tist  Church,  Pearl  River  County.  Ifti  ^^V9Hto  $336,000.  As- 
He  previously  served  as  director  of  Lee  sociational  giving 

missions  for  Calhoun  County  Associa-  increased  from  $20,400  to  $70,390. 
tion  for  nine  years,  and  Jasper  Coun-  Grand  total  mission  expenditures  in- 
ty  for  two  years.  He  began  the  first  creased  from  $200,163  to  $725,685. 
mission  program  in  Lamar  County  in  Total  receipts  in  1974  were  $1,211,647 
1958,  un^r  the  title  of  associational  and  increased  to  $3,144,171  in  1964. 
pastor,  in  connection  with  the  Three  churches  have  been  added  to 
pastorate  of  Bellevue  Church.  He  also  the  association,  for  a  total  of  33.  Lee 
served  as  pastor  of  Lake  Como  in  gives  credit  for  the  increase  to  the 
Jasper  County  in  connection  with  the  pastors  and  laymen  who  have'  been 
mission  program  there.  Other  willing  to  woric  with  him. 
pastorates  were  Shady  Grove,  George  An  additional  building  was  purchas- 

County;  Pine  Grove,  Jones  County;  ed,  renovated,  and  equipped  for  a 
Hepzibah,  Jeff  Davis  County;  and  Training  Center.  The  office  building 
Gainesville  and  Zion  IfiU  in  Pearl  has  been  improved,  and  the  parking 
River.  lot  paved. 

Since  he  became  director  of  mis-  Three  years  ago,  Lee  asked  the  Ad- 

sioos  there  Oct.  1,  1975,  Lee  has  ministrative  Committee  of  -4he 

asswiation  to  give  him  anotho*  staff 
member  whose  title  would  be  pro¬ 
gram  director.  This  was  done  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  he  could  be  trained  and 
also  have  the  experience  to  become 
a  director  of  missions.  Kenneth 
Rhodes,  pastor  of  Juniper  Grove 
Church,  hu  served  as  program  direc- 


NASHVILLE  -  A  31-year  agree 
ment  for  the  operation  of  a  joint 
library  for  the  Souths  Baptist 
Historical  Commission  and  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board  has  been  ter¬ 
minated  to  allow  the  formation  of  two 
separate  libraries. 

The  Dargan-Can'er  Librar>-  h:is 
been  located  in  the  Sunday  Scho  d 
Board  facilities  and  jointly  operated 
by  the  two  agencies  since  1953.  An¬ 
nouncement  of  the  formation  of  tl  e 
two  libraries  was  made  by  commi  >- 
Sion  Executive  Director-TreasuriT 
Lynn  E.  May  Jr.  and  BSSB  Preside  it 
Lloyd  Elder. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Historic  il 
Library  and  Archives  will  be  operatt  d 
by  the  commission,  as  a  centril 
depository  and  archives  of  tl  e 
denomination  by  the  commission 
when  it  moves  to  quarters  in  the  new 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  building 
in  January  1985. 

The  library  of  the  Sunday  Scho  >1 
Board  will  be  named  the  E.  C.  Dargan 
Research  Library  in  honor  of  an  ear¬ 
ly  editor  at  the  board. 


350  women  meet  for  prayer 


Three  hundred  and  fifty  National  and  Southern  Baptist  women  gathered  at  West 
Laurel  Church  in  Laurel  for  a  World  Day  of  Prayer  program  and  fellowship.  Thirty 
churches  were  represented  from  the  two  denominatiorrs. 

Richard  Brogan,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary,  brought  greetings 
and  presented  plaques  of  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Alma  Barrres  arvj  Mrs.  Dell  Scoper 
for  their  efforts  in  promoting  the  event. 

Left  to  right:  Mrs.  Helen  Fling  of  Birmittgham,  Ala.,  promotion  associate  in  new 
areas  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Union;  Mrs:  Alma  Barrtes,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Baptist  Women  of  the  East  Mississippi  Convention;  Richard 
Brogan.  Mrs.  Dell  Scoper,  a  district  director  of  the  WMU. 

The  World  Day  of  Prayer  in  Jortes  County  will  be  held  at  St.  Elma  Baptist  Church 
in  1985. 


Henley  reelected 
by  Alabama 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  -  In  its 
162nd  annual  session,  messengers  to 
the  Alabama  Baptist  State  Con¬ 
vention  reelected  Wallace  Henley, 
pastor  of  McElwain  Baptist  Church, 
Birmingham  to  a  second  term  as  con¬ 
vention  president. 

Alabama  Baptists  approved 
without  discussion  a  budget  of 
$29,482,000  for  the  coming  year  with 
a  b^  budget  goal  of  $20,695,000  —  a 
15  percent  increase  from  last  year. 

'The  basic  budget  will  be  divided 
with  18,400,223  (40.6  percent,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  0.6  percent  over  last  year) 
going  to  SBC  causes,  $9,633,746  to 
state  convention  causes  and  $2,661,029 
to  general  denominational  causes. 

Messengers  to  the  convention  ap¬ 
proved  seven  resolutions  and  othCT 
recommendations.  One  action  recom¬ 
mended  that  by  1990,  the  (Cooperative 
Program  receipts  be  divided  equally 
between  state  and  SBC  causes. 

SBC  President  (Charles  Stanley  was 
assured  of  the  prayer  support  of 
Alabama  Baptists  in  another 
resolution. 


Mary  Daaa  Stampley,  missionary 
to  Ghana,  has  compiled  furioiigh and 
returned  to  the  fidd  (address:  P.  O. 
Boa  9232,  Airport,  Accra,  Ghana).  A 
native  of  Bentonia,  she  was  appointed 
by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1961. 


Horace  Hramas  has  accepted  the  Steve  Lemmond  has  been  called  to 
tor  and  will  assume  the  duties  of  pastorate  of  Springdale  (Church,  North  Oxford  .(Church,  Oxford,  as 
director  of  missions  Jan.  1, 1965.  Ripley.  He  goes  to  Springdale  from  minister  of  activities  and  youth.  He 
Hie  association  has  coonlinated,  Shiloh  (Church  in  Akom  (County.  He  goes  to  North  Oxford  from  First  Bap- 
commissioned  and  sent  out  mission  and  his  wife  Dellynne  moved  on  the  ti^  Nacogdoches,  Tex.,  where  he 
teams  for  the  last  five  years.  Lee  has  field  Nov.  4.  served  as  minister  of  activities.  He  is 

had  a  part  in  the  ordination  of  150  a  graduate  of  Ouachita  Baptist 

deacons  (one  being  his  son),  and  83  C.  C.  Ard  is  the  new  pastor  of  Ger-  University  and  Southwestern  Sem- 
preachers  (one  being  his  son-in-law),  shorm  (Church,  Pontotoc  (County.  inary.  Lemmond  was  selected  as  a 
He  is  a  native  of  Mississippi.  He  at-  member  of  the  1964  01)rmpic  Games 

tended  Mississippi  College  and  B.B.I.  Zion  Church,  Pontotoc  County,  has  Committee  by  the  Home  Mission 
(now  New  Orl^ns  Seminary),  and  called  Rob  Jackson  as  minister  of  Board  and  helped  write  Eternal  Gold, 
did  additional  work  at  i^niliam  Carey  music.  which  was  distributed  at  the  games. 

College  and  University  of  Southern  He  and  his  wife,  (Carol  Ann,  have  one 

Mississippi.  He  completed  courses  in  Jau  Daniels  has  resigned  the  posi-  son.  Matt. 

associational  missions  and  South-  tion  of  minister  of  youth  at  West  Evoa  Ingram  has  been  called  as 
western  Seminary,  and  Southern  Jackson  (Church,  Jackson,  to  accept  pastor  of  the  Lawn  Haven  Church 
Seminary.  He  received  national  the  position  of  minister  of  youth  at  near  Laurel.  He  moved  from  An- 
recogniUon  twice  for  work  done  in  Forest  Hill  (Church,  Jackson.  dalusia,  Ala.,  where  he  served  as 

rural  associations  and  was  featured  pastor  of  Mt.  Pisgah  Churdi.  Ingram, 

in  the  March  1973  issue  of  the  Home  Baddy  Trull  has  resigned  the  a  native  of  Magee,  is  a  graduate  of 
Mtesiuas.  pastorate  of  Midway  Church,  Var-  Mississippi  College  and  New  Orleans 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Evelyn  daman,  effective  Dec.  16.  He  will  Seminary.  He  sailed  as  director  of 
PoweU.  They  have  four  children:  move  to  Oiristoval,  Tex.  and  wall  at-  missions  in  Escambia  Baptist 
Kathy  McNair,  who  is  serving  with  tend  college  at  Angelo  State  Univer-  Association  in  Ala.  from  1954-1958. 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  sity;  San  Angelo. 

Uruguay;  Danny,  Picayune;  David,  Donald  E.  Bradley.  Sr.,  has  ac- 

Tupelo  (who  serves  as  bi-vocational  .  ,  cepted  the  pastorate  of  Lafc^ore 

minister  of  music  at  Parkway  Virginia  taVOFS  Church,  Waveland.  Natives  of  (Ocean 

(Church),  and  Karen,  at  home.  ^  J*  *.*  Springs,  be  and  his  wife.  Penny,  have 

As  he  approaches  retirement  he  W^Omcn  S  OrCtUiailOn  three  children.  Bradley  has  been  at- 
says,  ‘T  am  grateful  for  the  oppor-  VIRGINIA  BEACCH  Va  (BP)  —  («™iinf5  Baptist  Bible  Institute  in 
tunity  to  have  served  in  every  place  jhe  (kneral  Association  of  Virginia  Graceville,  Florida,  majoring  in 

**^”?*:  Baptists  expressed  approval  of  the  or-  ii>«>logy. 

some^^spedal  about  bei^  callw  dination  of  women  and  voted  to  join  Gary  Anglin  has  accepted  a  call  to 
back  home  to  serve  where  God  coim  the  class  action  suit  against  the  ap-  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  as 
^^amo^  people,  the  pointment  of  a  United  States  am-  minister  of  music.  Gary  received  his 

1^' education  from 
Mississippi  Col- 
B|lege  and  South- 
western  Seminary . 
^■He  has  served  the 
^■following  chur- 
^■ches;  Alta  Woods 
Church.  Jackson. 
First  (Church,  Mc- 
IH Comb,  First 
(Church,  Gaines- 
and  (Center  Terrace 


Mary  Alice  Dttswwtli.  missionary 
to  Indonesia,  has  arrived  in  the  States 
for  furlough  (address:  461(lOrchard 
Rd.,  Pascagoula,  Miss.  39667).  A 
native  of  Mississippi,  she  was  bom  in 
Lucedak  and  grew  up  in  Pascagoula. 
She  was  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  in  1956. 


Mt.  Nebn  Church  (Newton)  Rt.  1, 
Collinsville:  Dec.  9-13;  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  Danny  Lanier,  Noithcrest,  Meri¬ 
dian,  evangelist;  (Chris  Lee,  Antioch, 
Nestioba,  music;  Michael  Trukett, 
pastor. 


FI8ERQLASS  BAPTISTRIES 
^..-s^STEEPLES-CROSSeS 
WATER  HEATERS 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Dec.  9  Foreign  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis) 


r 
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TfcTtday,  December  •,  m4 


“In  the  Garden”  was  the  theme  of  GA-Acteen  Recognition  Service  heM  at  New 
Salem  Church,  Cokimbua  in  September.  Receiving  recognition  were,  left  to  right, 
Kim  White,  Tracy  Woodruff.  JuHe  Gilmer,  Queen  Bonnie  McCraw,  Queen  Casi 
McCraw,  Queen  Angela  Watson,  Kristy  Cantrel,  Jennifer  Guy,  and  Diane  Watson. 
GA  leaders  at  New  Salem  are  Mrs.  Lynda  Woodruff  and  Mrs.  Eleanor  Pendley.  Ac- 
teens  leader  is  Mrs.  Betty  Ansiey.  Tommy  Aitsiey  is  pastor. 


During  th«  worship  service  Sept.  23.  the  Acteens  and  Girls  in  Action  of  Flrat  Church 
of  Gautier  was  recognized  with  the  presentation  of  badges,  crowns  arKf  scepters 
they  had  earned  this  year.  Prior  to  the  service  the  Acteens  were  honored  at  a  Mother 
and  Daughter  Tea  sponsored  by  their  leaders.  Top  photo,  GAs,  left  to  right.  Holly 
Reeves.  Trisha  Hilton,  Shelly  Young,  Jessica  Stringer,  Bonnie  Barker,  Leslie  Koski, 
Mary  Jennifer  Greene.  Vicki  Haygood.  Denise  Godwin,  Rachel  Price,  Kristi  Haygood. 
Bottom  photo  Acteens,  left  to  right.  Kay  Maghan,  Anrte  Stringer,  Lara  Usher.  Sara 
Barker  Gina  Brooks,  Angie  Curry,  Laurie  Gautier,  Jamie  Griffin,  Debora  Irwin,  Lisa 
Marks,  Angie  Price,  Ashley  Sanderford,  Kelli  Sullivan.  Not  Pictured,  Nikki  Curry  iuid 
Jennifer  Bustin.  Billy  Williams,  pastor. 


In  a  candlelight  service  on  Nov.  18,  eighteen  GAs  from  Newhebron  Church, 
Newhebron,  received  Mission  Adventure  badges.  The  theme  of  the  service  was  "My 
Promise  to  God  ”  Receiving  badges  were  (front96W/,'ieft  to  right)  EmHy  Little,  Cassarr- 
dra  Lee,  Sherece  Manchester,  Suzanne  Berry,  AWy  Buckley,  Tina  ^einhauer;  (se¬ 
cond  row,  left  to  right)  Kim  Merreil,  Jennifer  PWt.  Wdt  Sharp,  Amy  Folk,  Amanda 
Mullins.  Jolene  Folk,  Dawn  Lee;  (tNrd  row,  left  to  right)  Sandy  Mullins,  Carrie  Folk, 
and  Cindy  MuHins.  Not  pictured  were  Tammy  Dickerson  and  Martdy  Russell.  Sorwiy 
Adkins,  pastor. 


Seminary  plans  convocation 


Tlie  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  is 
sponsoring  an  eight  hour  convocation 
on  black  church  development  in 
Mississippi.  Friday  and  Saturday. 
Dec.  14  and  15,  at  the  New  Hope 
Church,  5202  Watkins  Drive,  Jackson. 
Friday  evening’s  program  will  begin 
at  6:30  p.m.  and  Saturday’s  program 
wiU  meet  at  9  a.m. 

There  is  a  $3.00  registration  fee 
which  includes  lunch  and  material. 
'The  speakers  will  be  J.  D.  Ellis  of 
Atlanta.  Ga.;  Willie  McPherson  of 


Atlanta;  and  Sid  Smith  of  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

'Die  main  objectives  of  the  convoca¬ 
tion  are  to  identify  perceived  needs 
for  black  Baptist  church  develop¬ 
ment,  to  identify  resources  for 
meeting  those  needs,  and  to  develop 
relationships  and  processes  through 
which  to  apply  resources  to  those 
needs. 

Richard  Brogan  is  president  of  the 
seminary,  and  Hickman  Johnson  is 
dean  of  academic  aHairs. 


First  Church,  RMgeland,  held  RA  Recognition  Service.  Rrst  row,  I  to  r,  are  Scott 
Albritton,  Charles  David  Ceesar,  Matt  Ellis,  Osid  Riley.  Brian  Thomas,  and  Matthew 
DeMoney.  Top  row,  I  to  r,  are  Bobby  DeMoney,  counselor.,Ritchie  Norris,  Bobby 
Truesdale,  Clint  Davis,  Jason  Roche,  Matt  Jenkins.  Chris  Burkes,  and  Mike  Crad¬ 
dock,  counselor. 

National  SBC 

get  50-50  Florida  split 


ST.  PETERSBURG,  Fla.  (BP)  — 
Florida  has  become  the  first  state 
convention  in  the  history  ot  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  of¬ 
ficially  channel  one  half  of  its 
undesignated  Cooperative  Program 
receipts  to  world  missions  through  the 
national  body. 

Oklahrana  Southern  Baptists  also 
approved  a  50-50  split  but  voted  after 
Florida. 

The  1,954  officially  registered 
messengers  to  the  123rd  annual 
meeting  adopted  a  $17,606,544  basic 
Cooperative  Program  bucket  which 
means  national  SBC  caWes  will 
receive  $8,804,277  if  the  bucket  is  ful¬ 
ly  funded.  A  potential  windfall  of 
$1,144,556  is  included  in  a  $2,288,112 
advance  budget  for  receipts  over  and 
above  the  basic  budget. 

Last  year  Florida  sent  49  percent  of 
its  receipts  to  the  national  Coopera¬ 
tive  Prt^am. 


Messengers  ai^iroved  articles  of  in¬ 
corporation  and  bylaws  for  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness,  the  official 
state  Baptist  news  magazine.  ’The  ac¬ 
tion  followed  a  statement  by  Witness 
chairman,  CarroO  Kendrick,  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Orange 
Park,  in  answer  to  charges  the  com¬ 
mission  had  not  dealt  with  criticism 
(rf  the  editor.  Jack  Brymer. 

“Let  me  assure  each  <rf  you  that 
your  commission  is  ready  and  willing 
to  deal  publicly  on  the  floor  of  the  con¬ 
vention  with  any  matter  left  to  our 
charge,"  Kendrick  told  the 
messengers.  No  questions  were 
asked. 

He  said  the  commission  had  dealt 
thoroughly  and  comfrietely  with  the 
rumors  and  found  them  to  be  false. 
’The  statement  also  said  the  commis¬ 
sion  was  unaninwNis  in  support  of  the 
editor  and  reaction  to  the  editor’s 
leadership  was  overwhelming. 


Tha  Morning  Circle  of  the  Baptist 
Women,  Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada, 
delivered  fruit  and  candy  baskets  to  the 
shut-ins  in  their  church.  They  are  (1st  row) 
Irene  Tillman,  Jo  Williams,  Vella  Morris, 
and'Bea  Collins.  On  the  secorKl  row  are 
Isa  Mae  Boshers  and  Hildred  Lott.  Third 
row  are  Thelma  Roberts  and  Nadine 
Waddle.  Fourth  row  consists  of  Nita 

Aired. 

Q 


CL.ASSIFIED 


FREE  —  CHOIR  ROBES;  super 
bargahi  on  soendproof  folding  par¬ 
titions.  Call  681-939-2975  (Pearl). 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  0.  Box  116,  Meridian, 
Miss.  38301.  Since  1888.  Phone 
<681)  683-4451. 


FOR  SALE:  1864  Model  4103 
General  Motors  (GREYHOUND) 
BUS.  Excellent  condithm.  See  to 
appreciate.  Air-conditioning. 
Firm.  $30,006.00.  First  Baptist 
.Church.  Box  181,  PoplarviUe,  MS 
38470.  1-601-785-4531;  (or  Cecil 
Strahan,  1-601-785-8770.) 


WANTED:  TOUR  HOST  to  IsraeL 
China,  Russia,  Europe.  AB  kinds 
of  tours  far  1865  through  Meier  In¬ 
ternational  Study  League.  Can 
earn  your  tour.  Write  THOMAS  J. 
WOOD.  Box  1007,  Meridian,  MS 
38301  or  call  collect  (001)  482-6111 ; 
night  (601)  681-6606. 


FOR  SALE:  1875  CHURCH  BUS  30 
passenger;  air  cooditiooed;  36,000 
actual  miles;  well  maintained 
(has  maintenance  log) ;  high  back 
seats;  inside/outside  luggage 
space;  $14,500.  Bus  Supply  Com¬ 
pany,  Highway  88  East,  McComb, 
MS  38648  ;  601-684-2800. 


INTERESTED  IN  A’TTENDING 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas? 
Consider  HOUSEPARENTING  at 
Buckner  Baptist  Children’s  Home, 
Dallas;  carpooling  available.  Con¬ 
tact  BUI  Ashley,  214-321-4528. 


Supreme  Court  rejects 
trio  of  church  appeals 


Court  ruling  that  North  Platte  Baptist  court  ruled  further,  it  was  properly 
Church,  North  Platte,  prohibited  by  a  lower  court  from 

comply  with  state  r^ulations  to  keep  operating  the  school. 
its  parochial  doors  open.  For  its  part,  the  church  argued  un- 

liie  congregation  was  one  of  about  successfully  that  the  First  Amend- 
20  Nebreiska  congregations  which  ment’s  free  exercise  of  religion  clause 

defied  state  laws  requiring  teacher  encompassed  its  right  to  operate  a  Mini^tPripl  PthlPfPQ 

certification  in  all  schools  in  the  state,  school  on  its  property  to  further  its 

public  and  private.  The  overwhelm-  ministry  without  government  in-  Ministers  in  Lauderdale  Association  enjoy  a  weekly  game  of  volleyball  after  an 
ing  majority  of  church-related  terference.  (84-445,  First  Assembly  of  earlier  fellowship  with  coffee  and  doughnuts  and  a  program.  The  volleyball  games 
schools  were  already  in  compliance  God  (Zhurch  v.  C^ity  of  Alexandiia,  are  held  at  First  Church,  Meridian.  The  programs  are  at  the  association  office.  Follow- 
with  the  requirement,  but  North  Va.)  ing  the  volleyball  games,  the  group  goes  to  lunch  together.  Leon  Young  is  director 

Platte  Baptist  Church  refused  to  go  In  a  third  action,  the  high  court  also  of  missions  in  Lauderdale  Association. 

along  on  grounds  thte  state  had  no  rejected  the  app^  of  a  non-profit  yi  /  y  yi  / 

authority  to  require  teacher  church  corporation  which  owns  and  ^ .^7 /  *  //  ^ /f  x 

certificaU^.  ^toa^^^ialtel^msta-  —  C/ — 

In  a  written  appeal  to  the  nation  s  bon  m  Hartford,  CkMin.  The  church, 

high  court,  the  church  also  argued  Faith  Center,  was  denied  property  tax  MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Breithaupt, 

that  the  requirement  violated  exemption  by  the  city  of  Hartford.  Baker  James  Canthen  is  receiving  members  of  Stanton  Church,  Nat- 

parents’ rights  to  decide  which  school  The  church  took  the  city  to  cowl  but  outpatient  therapy  at  his  apartment  chez,  will  be  honored  Dec.  8  at  the 

is  best  for  their  children.  (83-1974,  the  Connecticut  Supreme  Court  held  near  Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological  church  on  the  occasion  of  their  40th 
North  Platte  Baptist  Church  v.  the  city  acted  within  the  law  and  SeminaryinMill  Valley,  Calif.,  after  wedding  anniversary.  James  Crump- 
Nebraaka)  dismissed  the  church’s  contention  being  released  from  a  rehabilitation  ton,  the  preacher  who  married  them 

Another  local  congregation.  First  that  the  denial  constituted  an  ex-  hospital  Nov.  23.  The  executive  40  years  ago,  will  speak  during  the 
Assembly  of  God  Qiurch  of  Alexan-  cessive  entanglement  of  government  director-emeritus  of  the  Foreign  Mis-  observance.  Breithaupt,  a  deacon, 
dria,  Va.,  likewise  failed  to  convince  with  religion  and  violated  its  free  ex-  sion  Board  is  making  good  progress  helped  to  organize  the  church  in  1963. 
the  justices  to  review  a  zoning  dispute  ercise  of  religion.  (84-260,  Faith  following  a  mild  stroke  he  suffered  *  Mrs.  Louise  Parson  of  the  church  is 
with  the  city  over  a  church  school.  Center  v.  (Jity  of  Hartford)  Oct.  22,  according  to  Mrs.  L^authen.  coordinating  the  events  pertaining  to 

Last  June  the  U.S.  Fourth  (Circuit  Stan  Haitcy  writes  for  Baptist  He  is  walking  outside  some  with  a  the  observance,  which  will  be  from  2 

CkNirt  of  Appeals  held  that  zoning  Press.  cane  and  exercising  to  help  regain  to  4  p.m. 

.  WASHINGTON  D  C.  (EP,  -  BU- 

TVT  .1  r*  J  i  soo’shom.taGreeiSboro,NC.,Dec  'y  G'-rt.m  mil  ad^  Uie^  An- 

North  Greenwood  pastor  « ~  .  - -e . 


Kenneth  Walker  was  recently  or- 
dainkd  a  deacon  at  West  Codnth 
Church,  Ckninth. 

Dave  Bobo  was  recently  ordained 
a  deacon  at  Holly  Church  (Alcorn 
Association). 


Walter  L.  Yeldell  has  resigned  the  built  a  new  education  building;  Se- 
pastorate  of  North  Greenwood  cond  Church,  Hot  Si»ings,  where  a 
Church,  where  he  has  served  his  number  of  new  buildings  were 

■longest  pastorate  erected  and  a  large  bus  ministry 
—  12Vi  years,  begun. 

After  more  than  In  1972  he  moved  to  North  Green- 


Rof  preach-  these  12  years  the  church  has  built  a 

ing,  Yeldell  is  new  auditorium  at  a  cost  of  almost 
retiring  from  the  one  million  dollars, 
active  pastorate.  His  denominational  activities  in- 
He  plans  to  do  elude  serving  on  a  number  of  boards 
supply  and  interim  in  Arkansas 
Yeldell  woiii  as  he  is  need¬ 
ed.  For  the  present,  after  December 
31,  he  will  be  living  at  504  E.  Monroe, 

Greenwood,  Miss.  38930. 

Yeldell  was  born  in  Oossett,  Ark. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  Historical  Commission,  SBC;  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Boards  of  Southern  Baptist 


Executive  Board, 
Board  of  Trustees  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  (College,  chgirman  of  the  Boai^ 
of  Trustees  for  Ouachita  Baptist 
University;  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary; 


of  Arkansas.  He  was  graduated  from  _  _ 

Ouachita  Baptist  College  (now  Convention.  B 

Universily)  in  1940,  with  a  B.A.  B 

degree.  He  taught  school  and  served  He  served  two  terms  as  president  B 

as  pastor  of  five  churches,  until  1942,  of  the  Arkansas  Baptist  Invention  Molly  FalrehlW,  (pictured  with  JoJo), 
when  he  entered  Southern  Seminary,  (1964-65,  1965-66).  He  has  served  and  her  huSband,  Ai  Fairchild,  of  Moselle 
Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  was  seven  years  on  the  Executive  Board  yyin  lead  a  workshop  Doc.  27-29  ir 
graduated  in  1947.  Two  of  the  years  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  Jacksonville,  Fla.  (or  children  and  youth 
between  1942  and  1947  were  spent  in  tion,  and  on  the  Committee  on  vvorkers,  on  the  arts  of  ventriloquism,  pup 
the  U.S.  Army  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Boards.  petry,  clowning,  magical  illusions,  anc 

European  Th^tre  of  Operations.  In  1965,  Ouachita  Baptist  Universi-  chalk  art.  Mississippians  who  expect  tc 

Upon  completing  his  work  at  the  ty  honored  him  with  a  doctor  of  divini-  bo  in  the  area  over  the  holidays  are  in 
seminary,  Yeldell  moved  to  Arkan-  ty  degree.  vited,  Mrs.  Fairchild  said  She  added  thai 

sas.  He  served  these  churches  for  Yeldell  is  married  to  Emma  a  trip  for  workshop  participants  tc 
about  twenty-five  years:  First,  Katherine  Bosw4ill  Yeldell  of  Disney  World  is  being  planned  tor  Doc 
CJlarksville,  where  the  congregation  Owensboro,  Ky.  'l^y  have  four  31 .  For  more  information  about  time  anc 
built  a  total  new  church  plant;  First  childen,  all  living  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  place,  contact  Molly  Fairchild,  Box  188 
(^urch.  West  Memphis,  where  they  and  four  grandchildren.  Moselle,  MS  34459  (phone  544-4420.) 
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Colorado  Baptist 
University  given 
to  Southwest  U. 

BOLIVAR,  MO.  (BP)  -  Trustees  of 
Southwest  Baptist  University  in 
Bolivar,  Mo.,  has  accepted  the  gift  of 
the  charter  of  the  Colorado  Baptist 
University.  The  school,  located  in  the 
Denver  suburb  of  Aurora,  will  operate 
as  an  extended  studies  center  of  SBU. 

The  institution  currently  has  51 
students  enrolled;  20  of  them  full-time 
( taking  at  least  12  hours) .  Classes  are 
basically  offered  in  late  aftenKxm  and 
evening.  Offices  and  classrooms  are 
in  an  educational  facility  also  used  by 
Webster  University  and  Aurora  Com¬ 
munity  College.  All  three  institutions 
use  the  Ontral  Aurora  Library. 

According  to  James  Sells,  * 
chancellor  at  Southwest  Baptist 
University,  about  16  years  ago,  a 
handful  of  Coloradians,  who  have 
their  roots  in  Missouri  and  the 
Midwest,  formed  Colorado  Baptist 
College. 

First  meeting 

MADISON,  Wis.  (BP)  -  Minnesota 

Wisconsin  Southern  Baptists 
celebrated  their  first  year  as  a  con¬ 
vention  during  their  first  annual 
meeting  at  Midvale  Baptist  Church, 
the  “mother  church”  of  the  SBC  in  the 
two-state  area. 

During  the  session  in  Midvale, 
which  began  in  1953  with  19  members, 
messengers  were  told  the  convention 
now  has  grown  to  11,848  members  in 
80  churches  and  36  missions  across 
the  two  state  area. 

Messengers  were  told  baptisms  last 
year  amounted  to  819  a^  Sunday 
schiml  enrollment  has  grown  to  8,750 
persons. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  annual 
meeting  was  the  presentation  of  a  pla¬ 
que  to  Bob  Stockland,  Duluth  pastor, 
by  Lloyd  Elder,  president  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Suixiay  School  Board  in  Nashville. 
Tenn.  Stockland  originated  "Tele- 
guide,”  a  program  featuring 
telephone  placement  of  BSSB  Home 
Bible  Study  guides  for  church  plant¬ 
ing  and  cultivation  of  prospects. 

162  attend' 

Preview  Days 

According  to  Buddy  Wagner,  dean 
of  admissions  at  Mississippi  College, 
162  high  school  students  attended  the 
two  Preview  Days  held  in  the  fall  to 
give  prospective  enrollees  a  first¬ 
hand  look  at  the  College  and  its 
academic  programs. 

The  162  visitors  represented  the 
states  of  Mississippi,  Florida, 
Georgia.  Louisiana,  Missouri  and 
Tennessee.  High  schools  in  the 
Jackson  area  furnished  the  most 
students  with  61 . 
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Romanian  church 
is  demolished 


Texas  Baptists 
give  $5.2  million 


DALLAS  (BP)— Texas  Baptists 
gave  more  than  $5.2  million  for  mis¬ 
sions  through  the  Co<^>erative  Pro¬ 
gram  in  October— the  largest  amount 
ever  given  by  a  state  Baptist  conven¬ 
tion  in  one  month. 

Texas  Baptists  gave  $54^4,158  in 
October  which  was  $774,991,  or  17.3 
patient,  above  the  required  budget  of 
$4,479,167. 


DOMs  elect  Leslie 


is  rising.  Chicago  repOTts  10  to  25  Miiff nv  warns 

cases  of  rare  starvation  diseases, 

kwashioHcor  and  marasmus,  found  athcist 

each  year  by  doctors  at  Children’s 

Memorial  Hospital  and  Mt.  Sinai  COnVCntlOn 

Medical  Llenter.  In  Massachusetts, 

one  out  of  ten  children  from  low-  COPPELL,  TEXAS  (EP)  — 
income  families  is  below  normal  in  Evangelist  William  Murray,  son  of 
growth  rates,  one  in  eight  have  iron  noted  atheist  Madalyn  Murray 
deficiency,  and  one  in  Bve  show  some  O’Hair,  has  sent  a  letter  to  over  5,000 
indication  of  inadequate  diet.  preachers  in  Texas,  warning  them  <rf 

The  study  found  specific  problems  the  scheduled  15th  Anraial  Convention 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  of  American  Atheists,  which  will  be 
Endemic  tyirfioid  and  leprosy  wore  held  in  Austin,  Texas,  during  Elaster 
found  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Nava-  of  1985. 

jo  Indians  suffer  paralysis  fnnn  a  Murray  wrote  “The  atheists  will 
vitamin  B12  deficiency.  Water  intox-  show  their  strength  in  Texas.  As 
ification  from  formula  dilution  was  many  as  several  thousand  atheists 
found  among  Chicago  infants.  will  descend  upon  the  Austin  area.” 

Hughey  lectureship  i 

is  established  Dutch  Baptists 

RUESCHLIK(»f  -  The  Institute  StrCSS  CVailgelism 
for  Baptist  and  Anabaptist  Studies  of 


1st,  McComb,  youths  plan 
New  Year’s  Eve  event 

On  New  Year’s,  First  Church,  ly  in  the  tq;)  20  on  the  charts. 
McC^mb,  vnll  host  its  first  annual  “I  believe  this  can  be  a  great  night 

New  Year’s  Eve  Celeln'ation,  an  for  our  youth  to  come  U^etber  and 
event  designed  for  students,  seventh  celebrate  life  and  the  challenges  1985, 
grade  through  college.  a  night  for  many  youth  to  start  out  the 

new  year  with  Jesus  as  Savior  and 
event  wiU  begin  at  8:30  p.m.  ^ord,  j  can  see  at  least  500  youths 
with  a  1*“®  spending  this  holiday  in  a  fun, 

refreshments,  “wild’  skits,  and  challenging,  and  Christian  way,”  said 

Terry  W.  Sharp,  minister  of  youth. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening  will  be  First,  McComb. 

Kenny  Marks  in  concert.  Marks  is  a  Thm  is  no  cost  for  the  evening, 
contemporary  Christian  entertainer, 


3:30  p.m.  Director  for  Europe  and  the  Middle 

East  of  the  FcM'eign  Mission  Board, 
4R  new  chancls  southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1981. 

^  Hughey  died  July  8,  1984  in  Rich- 

WARREN,  Mich.  (BP)  Carl  Pet-  mond,  Virginia. 

Any  young  person  who  has  unusual  ty,  pastor  of  Westside  Baptist  Church,  __ 
whose  music  and  ministry  is  geared  (not80good!‘?!)talent,8kit,  etc.  that  Flushing,  was  unanimously  reelected  Maiiacenient 
towards  today’s  youth.  His  album,  lasts  3-4  minutes,  is  invited  to  come  to  a  second  term  as  the  president  of  .  ® 

“Right  Where  You  Are,”  is  present-  at  7:30  to  audition.  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  SCllllliar  Set 

-WT  l  Michigan  R<Kl»lle  Davis,  p^tor  DALLAS,  TX  (EP)  “Management, 

I  \/  ihe  Temple  of  Faith  Baptat  Chu^,  Leadership  and  Integrity,”  is  the 

JL  J.  J.J.  tk  Detroit,  was  elected  first  vice-  theme  (rf  the  eighth  annual  Christian 

_  president,  Davis,  a  black  pastor,  will  Management  Institute  to  be  held  in 

be  cto^n  of  the  executive  coi^t-  TX.  Februa^  18-21,  1985. 

lOrm  pftrtllCrSlllD  panned  for  mamge^t  personnel 

^  chirch-type  chapels  have  from  Christian  organizations,  the 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  year  relationship  with  Venezuelean  seminar  is  sponsorwl  by  the  Christian 

Messengers  to  the  noth  annual  ses-  Baptists,  beginning  in  November  Ministries  Management  Association. 

Sion  of  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Cooven-  1985,  upon  completion  of  a  five-year  ^  are  now  207  churdS  Scheduled  spiers  inclu^  Zig 

tion  approved  a  mission  partnership  hunger  and  relief  project  with  the  Zi^.  m^vationa  expert  and 

with  the  National  Baptist  Convention  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Burkina  ®”‘hated  with  the  state  convention,  author;  David  Cummings,  president 
of  Venezuela  and  adopted  a  record  Faso  (Upper  Volta).  ^  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators;  Ron 

$19,625,(X)0  Cooperative  Program  In  thepast  five  years,  more  than  600  l-'CiawarC  flalllCQ  Blue,  a  financial  managemCTt  ex¬ 
goal,  but  declined  to  consider  a  TenneSseans  have  gone  to  that  4.^  IHfl'rvliinrl  pert;  and  BSaryOowley,  president  of 

resolution  on  the  role  of  women  in  western  African  nation  to  participate  ivxtts  y  loiiu  Home  Interiors,  a  national  multi-level 

Baptist  life,  in  water  conservation,  agricultural,  GLEN  BURNIE,  Md.  (BP)  —  The  *•!«*  organization. 

A  record  registration  of  1,714  public  health,  literacy  and  149th  annual  session  of  the  Baptist 

messengfks  accepted  the  report  of  the  evangelistic  projects.  Convention  of  Maryland  was  also  its  XiiTiU  upcilB  uillCCo 

resolutions  conunittee  to  not  bring  The  new  Cooperative  Program  goal  last.  ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Southern 

back  any  of  four  resolutions  submit-  increased  the  percentage  shared  with  Messengers  to  the  meeting  at  Glen  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  has 
ted  by  messengers  dealing  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  na-  Bumie  Baptist  Church  unanimoiiBly  opened  regional  church  loans  cKvision 
women’s  role.  Instead,  the  conunittee  tional  Cooperative  Program  from  finalized  their  1983  vote  to  diange  the  offices  in  Baltimore  and  Loa  Angeles 
reported  that  a  resolution  affirming  36.25  percent  to  6.53  percent.  Tljis  is  nanae  of  the  convention  to  the  Baptist  in  an  effort  to  cut  travel  costs  and  be 
the  role  of  women,  without  any  men-  the  eighth  consecutive  year  the  Convention  of  Ifaryland/Delaware.  more  accessible  to  Southern  Baptist 
tion  of  ordination,  passed  by  the  1983  percentage  has  been  increaMd,  after  Baptists  in  Delaware  have  compris-  cfaurdies. 

state  convention  was  adequate.  remaining  at  33.33  percent  for  16  ed  one  of  the  conventions’  12  The  western  regional  office  Is  dl- 

The  convention  approved  a  three-  years.  assodations.  rected  by  James  Forrest 


Van  minklp 

mmMnQ  OOOfm 

(C})urc^ 
7urmff]}ingB  St 
pEtD  VpliiilBtErii 

Box  901.  FiiHon,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toa  Free  1-800^4-8837 
Pealgn— Cenetnictlen  Management 


Mr.  k  Mr«.  Herman  Jr.  Mr.  A  Mn.  Mike  DausbdriU 

TEL  Suadiy  School.  Peiakatckie  Mro.  Marilr  P— tey 
Iro.  Mottle  doth  TrWty  Baptitt  Church 

Fidelio  Sunday  School.  Paul  IM.  giBi  Deuloy 
atk  A.  CoaU  Mn.  Sailen  Deoi^ 
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W  FROM 

W  baptist  CkUJU^ttis  ^iUo^ 


Mr.  h  Mta.  V.  C.  MuBIm  Mr.  k  Mn.  Ldand  SUfca 

ABeac  H.  CaaU  Mn.  Homy 

Mn.  Ttyde  Day  Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  D.  Barry 

Julia  G.  Price  Mr.  N.  L.  Harvey 

Mr.  Fred  Cwdn  Mn.  Thooias  E.  Parker 

Mr.**  Mn.  W.  E.  Hannah  Oacar  T.  Harvey 
Mr.  Gragg  Mr.  *  Mn.  Edward  C.  Coniea 

Mr.  *  Mn.  Toouny  Taytor  Charline  KUlelirew 

Or.  M.  A.  Grakani  Mn.  Jane  S.  Hogue 

Mn.  Arthur  Turner  Huff  Incorporated 

Mr.  Alvin  J.  Gray.  8r.  Mr.  *  Mn.  Roy  McAhim 

F.  Ratdiff  Sunday  School  Ghster  E.  T.  Jordan 
Mn.  Inna  S.  McLean  Floriiie  McKinney 

Mr.  *  Mn.  LeUnd  Stakes  Mn.  W.  Zack  Huggins 

Dr.  Leroy  E.  Green  Bernard  A.  Jordan 

Mn.  W.  A.  Moser  Mr.  Ray  Halhera 

Mn.  Ralph  Grady  Mn.  Dee  Smith 

Mr.  V.  J.  Grccoc  Mr.  *  Mn.  Jack  D.  Berry 

Mn.  Pirvy  Nix  Mr.  *  Mn.  Larue  Hamilton 

Mn.  EWse  NcsmMli  Greer  Mn.  Beatrice  Hendrix 

Mr.  *  Mn.  D.  R.  Varnado,  Jr.  Mn.  Irene  Loftus 
Mn.  Earl  (Pansy)  GrUffai  Beverly  Aoa  Henry 

The  Tumipseed  Family  Mr.  *  Mn.  Jack  Henry 

Mr.  *  Mn.  R.  B.  Ball  Mr.  Jsha  T.  Hkks 

Mn.  Saatmie  Griffin  Mr.  *  Mn.  Harry  C.  Hall 

Bob  *  Joyce  McCord  Mn.  Bertha  Hill 

Mn.  Mabel  Gross  Mn.  Lillian  B.  Moore 

Mr.  *  Mn.  John  D.  Davis.  Ill  Mr.  Leo  HiH.  Jr. 

Melaaie  Leigh  Hamil  Mr.  *  Mn.  (Carroll  Bniistw,  Jr 

diaries  *  Kathy  Hamil  Mn.  Lociaa  Hin.  Sr. 

A.  G.  Hamilten  Mr.  A  Mn.  Herman  Ford 

Mr.  A  Mn.  LewU  W.  Bays  M.  CaneU  HhiUa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Williams  Mr.  A  Mn.  S.  0.  Kuykendall 

Mn.  AHee  Hamilton  Mr.  Robert  Haider 

Mr.  A  Mn.  CarroU  Bruister.Jr.  C.  J.  Woodruff 


Mr.  AACn.  L.  F.  Brown 
Mr.  Richard  Dyess 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Cairoil  Bniister.  Jr 
Mr.  A.  Grey  Edamadsea 
Mn.  J.  R.  Haireil 
AUne  E.  Boine 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Fraidbe  Lee  Bruce 
Dr.  McKia  Ehrlch 
Mr.  A  Mn.  CarroU  Bniister.  Jr 
Mn.  Jewel  Emerson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  L.  Holcomb 
Mn.  Mattie  Lon  Espel 
Callie  Chism  Sunday  School, 
HoUandale 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Harry  C.  HaU 
Mr.  Dabney  Faacber 
Mr.  A  Mn.  WUliam  R.  Ford 
Mn.  Fcdricfa 

Mr.  A  Mn  CarroU  Bniister.  Jr 
Mn.  Homer  Ferguson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  D.  Watts 
Mr.  WUliam  F.  FUatt 
Mr.  A  Mn.  (CarroU  Bniister,  Jr. 
Miss  Ruth  Faadren 
Ida  E.  Ingram 
Kirk  Fard 

Mn.  Charles  Nordan 
Selma  Fard 
Esther  Stephens 
Mn.  John  M.  Fey 
Mn.  AUene  H.  CoUins 
Mr.  Floyd  FrankUn 
Wayne  A  Melba  Smith 


Mr.  W.  E.  (DickI  Coke 
^owiMne  Sunday  School,  Inka 
Mrs.  Betty  White  Calamia 
Mn.  W.  J.  Wagner 
MObora  Coley 
Mr.  A  Mn  Everett  Wilson 
Henry  Cooper 
John  Co^ 

Staff  of  Bank  of  HoUandale 
M*.  Anton  Cast 
Dr  A  Mn.  Fred  McEwen.  Jr. 
OHver  Covtagton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  J.  Davis 
Mr.  N.  C.  Cowart 
John  A  Irene  HeUinger 
Mn.  Johnnie  Cox 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roy  McAhim 
Mr.  WittUm  Cox 
M.  L.  BoUew 
Fred  Crider 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  S.  White 
Mn.  Ete  CaUam 
Mn.  DoUie  Lanier 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Reese  Ford 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Herman  Ford 
Mn.  F.  S.  Whitfield 
Robert  H.  Culpepper 
Paul  E.  (Xilpepper 
Hamer  Curry 
Mn.  I.  C.  James 
Fred  L.  Davis 

TEL  Sunday  School,  Pelahatcfaie 
Mr.  Lather  N.  Davis 
Mn.  Arthur  Turner 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
September  26 — October  25, 


A  portion  ot  the  Village  view  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  listing  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memwy.  Many  group  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

nsrslhy  SttHarfMU  Mn.  WIHe  Tbrmpsm  TOchor  ErM  Washs 

Mr.  A  Mra.  JaoMS  RmiaMt  Mr.  A  Mn.  Robort  N.  AUhidge  Mn.  Ewdee  Shun 

C.  B.  TaMort  Mr.  A  Mn.  B.  A.  CUnoy,  Sr.  Mn.  F.  W.  McCunty,  Sr. 

Mn.  nUa  Amlerwm  Am  B.  OeOtar  tk.  IrriB  Wesks 

Mn.  rbariaai  Thytar  Mr.  A  Mn.  BU  VaaDevendsr  Texia  Prathor 

Mn.  Lmliictiii  Mr.  Harvay  Twoady  Mrs.  Qaim  Whaley 

m.  nouglaa  TayMr  Mr.  A  Mn.  Clyda  C.  Bryan  Ifr.  A  Mn.  Hoamrd  Davoo) 

Belle  Bacrm  Leyd  Vaace  Mn.  Harvey  (Flera  Mae) 

W.  OesMlm  Ikylm  Mr.  A  Mn.  Tnmtt  Hefana  Wlgkagtee 

Jeon  Gravoa  Mr.  Sam  Vhmaa  Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Taylar 

Mbs.  MaoMa  Tkaipli  Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Hmth  AMM  Uka 

FIrM  Bapttat  Church,  Bnoe  Brmttm  Weaiey  Wate  John  A  Claire  Nowlin 

Mn.  Jeonlo  lhamm  Mike  A  Patrida  WaMer  Victor  A  Sharon  Dorttian 

MimLmWIman  Mr.  WBHam  R.  (■*)  Waker  Lhala  R.  Buna 

Unde  Ihemm  Mr.  A  Mn.  G.  S.  Ingram  Mn.  Madge  Kh« 

Luthm  M.  Thempeoa  Mn,  B.  C.  ShackMard  W.  H.  BMkaa.  Jr. 

Mn.  Mary  thmwtia  Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  J.  Goaier,  Jr.  Mr,  A  Mn.  Wcoley  Talkinf 

Dorolhy  GmBale  Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  J.  D.  (Jbefc)  WIIBami 

Mr.  A  Ifea.  Baymoad  Bilker  HoUingswoith  Dr.  A  Mn.  J.  H.  Kynar 

AiMrww  r.  IMwaA  Mr.  A  Mn.  Gordm  Cbowe  -  hWs.  Msdiie  WMtoma 

Mr.  A  Mko.  Nail  »x  McKenzie  Don  V.  ScfaiUiag  Mkhml  Tkylar  ^  . 

Mn.  RoMo  V  Ur.  A  Mn.  W.  B.  Campbell  Am  Jofanam  . 

B.  N.  Bmn.Jr.  Mn.  Clyde  Meriin  .  Mr.  A.  C.  Weed 

-  J  -  -  Mim  Jaaam lierriB  Mr.  Clyda Sttrth 

Mr.  A  Ik*.  FhiBip  M.  Sttiith  Mn.  Margaret  WaK  kka.  LodBe  Wiikog 

LeaMe  B.  lUawmiaA  Jr.  •  •  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gaargi  H.  SmiUi  Oerii  A  FrankUn  Maaiy  A 

Mr.  A  IAb.  B.  f,  Towntend  Mn.  Margnret  WnBa  Rabbin 

jwtM  -  1  Wnym  A  Menm  Smith  Jamm  F.  WiilAridgi 

Mr.  A  Mm.  SIsphm  M.  Slewnrt  LavanWarHcfc  IflmLmWImnB 

OadI  TiniiiK  Eltm  A  MU)had  Rogn  Gmttnda  YaaHhkod 

Mr.  A  Itna.  Tnm  Parinh  Mr.  JmapA  Claraaca  ~J.  C.**^  Mm:  R  L.  yndktfddafl 

Ik*.  O.  B.  imkar  WaMm  GIFTS  OF  HONOB 

Mr.  A  Ika.  G.  S.  Ii«nm  Mr.  Paul  R.  Kemw  Ik.  Bob  Catlatt 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Flogrd  Ijrak  Adnit  Q  Sunday  School,  Mr.  A  Mn.  Tammy  Taykr 


Chris tMks 
-  1984  - 


Frow  "MlsalBBlppl'a  largest  fkwlly",  to  you  And  your  faally 
baarty  graatlngs  of  tha  aaaaon  and  warwaat  wlshas  for  a  blaasad 
Chrlstaas  and  a  Naw  Tear  filled  with  peace,  joy  and  good  health. 
It  is  our  prayer  that  tha  bounty  of  your  holiday  table  will  be 
aquallad  only  by  your  consciouaneas  of  GOd 'a  'abundant  lova. 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
October  26 — November  25 

Etta  Mn.  Myrtir  Beard  Mary  Alice  Braiey 

Lex  Braam  HarperviUe  Baptiat  Onirch  Mary  AUce  Braiey 

Matthew  Mn.  L.  P.  Gedifis 

Mr.  A  Iks.  Dan  Southerland,  Jr.  Mr.  W.  C.  Beaxley 
Mr.  Look  Adea  Clara  B.  MuUnUand 

Mn.  Jaama  WhiUen  Mn.  Kathryn  Maou  Bek 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Clareoce  Bo(Be  Mr.  A  Mn.  Lawrence  Kenneth  A 

Mn.  Lmflk  Akcrt  Scott 

Mn.  Robert  Bradford  Mr.  Kent  Bcua 

Mn.  Aurte  Lola  AIgssd  Bob  A  Joyce  McCord 

Ida  E.  Ingram  Georgia  Ferrell  Bernard 

Mr.  Bert  AHcn  Patricia  A  SalUe  DeU  Walston 

Mn.  Roy  B.  Fowles  Taml  Bernard 

Mn.  Ethan  B.  ABen.  Sr.  Mr.  A  Mn.  Buck  Moore 

Mary  Anna  Pope  Mr.  Paol  BtiryhlB 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  C.  Stennett  Mr.  A  Mn.  CarroU  Bndster,  Jr. 

A.  T.  Audotnan  Mn.  RaddH  BcrryMN 

Adult  Ladtaa  Sunday  School,  Mn  kary  L.  Carney 
Shuqualaka  I  mnard  BIMe 

Mc,.0.  B.  Aadonin  Mr.  A  Mn.  Wade  C.  DonneU 

Waym  A  Mofea  -Smith  Mn.  Mama  Blohap 

Mmy  Aon  Mr.  A  Mn.  ^ohn  B.  Barlow 

Mr.  A  Iks.  Howard  C.  Ryala  Mr.  George  Harrleen  Black 
Mr.  H.  B.  ApptishlH  Mn.  RumeU  Hudmn 

Mim  Pantriee  Browniee  Mr.  A  Mn.  Jamm  R.  Black,  Jr. 

C.  C.  Araittriiig  EWs  BlackwcB 

CaUe  D.  Taylor  Mn.  Dora  SUla 

Glaity*  D.  Pipe  Dr.  F.  M.  BlackwoB 

Mn.  Luelm  Aaikglae  Mn.  Ruth  F.  BlackwaU 

Mn.  B.  M.  Seale  Mr.  Jeta  Blahw 

Mn.  Ciotiwdi  Atwood  Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  D.  Bruce 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Jerry  Moors  Wayne  A  Melbe  Smitfa 

Mr.  Horace  Arttaaaa  Mn.  Ruth  Beggaa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  Southerlaad,  Jr.  Mn.  Robert  H.  ADeo 
Mr.  Oecar  Ayen  Mn.  Sadie  Bawd 

Mr.  A-Mn.  Like  Roberta,  Jt.  Ulnar  S.  Gray 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Chnrim  Kianey  Mn.  Etta  Banner 
Cearga  W.  Bweat  Mr.  A  Mn.  Chorim  Smith 

Him  JMta  C.  Buna  Mr.  M.  A.  Banthe 

Mn.  RnyBnrwm  Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  E.  Daotoit,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mm.  Paul  D.  ABen  Mn.  Gladya  Baowds 
Mr.  AMM  Bmtm  Amm  Anodar,  Sr. 


For  tb*  25th  consBcutive  ykar  it  is  wy  favorsd  responsibility 
to  greet  you  on  behelf  of  hundrede  of  epcciel  children  who  live 
with  thoec  of  ue  who  ere  charged  with  their  cere,  boya  and  girla 
who  depend  upon  you,  their  unknown  Chrietien  frianda.  Aa  their 
epokeaperaon,  I  happily  thank  you  at  thia  happy  tiaa  of  year  for 
your  unaalfiah  friandahip  during  1984. 


As  Chriatwas  invades  your  hearth  and  hoaa  with  its  raalndars 
of  spiritual  and  aaotional  atrangtha*  which  Make  your  howe  safe, 
and  with  water ial  plenty  which  wakas  your  holiday  werry;  I  hope 
you  will  recall  tha  needs  of  Village  boya  and  girla  in  your  Christaai 
prayer  and  your  Chriatwas  giving.  Use  the  ancloaad  envelope,  if  you 
will,  to  wake  a  contribution  to  Tha  Village 'a  HOLIDAY  FUND.  You 
will  thereby  brighten  the  eyas  and  lift  the  hurt  of  a  Village  girl 
or  boy  -  and  -  aora  iwportantly  -  assiat  ui  in  defraying  food  and 
wilk  costs  for  More  than  600  throughout  the  year. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  E.  Murphy 
Mr.  w:  Tnm  Cakmm 

Mim  Etonnor  Bridgm 

Cato  Baptist  Chwch.  MeodcolnUI 


O.  L.  EBis,  Jr.  A  Family 
Mn.  DsWy  CamW 
Mr.  A  Mn.  WUliam  Bart  Cato 
Rev.  Chartos  Caac 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  P.  Daar 
Mr.  Grady  Cstlsdgc 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Camll  Bnaater,  Jr. 
Rev.  T.  N.  ChaoMl 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  B.  DaPord 
Caargs  B.  Hup  mm 


FiEETlNG: 


Uniform:  ,A^sui^mons  to  decision 

Life  and  Work:  Joseph 

Bible  Book:  God’s  offer  of  salvation 


A  summons  to  decision 

By  Bobby  Lee,  Tupelo 


Nehemiah  8: 

Nehemiah  8:1-3, 9-10.  Someone  has 
said  that  the  three  words  of  modern 
life  are:  Hurry,  Worry,  and  Bury.  The 
average  church  member  would  no 
longer  sit  for  half  a  day  while  the 
Word  of  God  was  being  read  than  he 
or  she  would  to  try  to  witness  to 
someone.  We  will  barely  allow  the 
preacher  to  read  one  verse  of  scrip¬ 
ture  for  his  text  and  then  we  can  hard¬ 
ly  wait  for  him  to  finish  his  discourse 
so  we  can  be  on  our  way.  We  have 
paid  our  religious  dues  for  the  week 
and  we  are  anxious  to  get  back  to  the 
business  of  living  as  usual.  We  have 
an  unusual  God,  an  unusual  Bible, 
an  unusual  salvation,  but  we  live 
usual  lives.  One  church  got  a  new 
pastor  and  one  woman  was  asked  if 
she  liked  his  sermons.  She  replied,  “I 
don’t  know.  You  see,  he  preaches  ex¬ 
actly  30  minutes,  and  that  is  precise¬ 
ly  the  amount  of  time  I  need  to  plan 
what  I  am  going  to  do  the  following 
week.” 

Another  thing  that  is  mentioned  in 
these  verses  is  that  all  who  could 
understand  were  there  listening.  I 
wonder  if  sometimes  we  don’t  keep 
the  Word  from  our  little  people  long 
after  they  are  able  to  understand. 


-3,9-l«;  9:1-3 

The  amazing  thing  is  that  all  the 
people  were  attentive  to  the  reading 
of  the  Word  of  God.  Today  people 
twist  and  squirm  and  their  minds  are 
everywhere  and  on  everything  except 
the  Word  of  God.  Jesus  said,  “Take 
heed  how  you  hear.”  I’m  afraid  that 
too  many  people  sit  in  church  every 
Sunday  and  come  away  wondering 
what  was  said.  The  preacher  has  the 
responsibility  to  preach  the  Word,  but 
the  people  in  the  pew  also  have  a 
responsibility  to  hear  that  word. 

We  need  to  weep  when  we  hear  the 
Word  of  the  Lord,  but  we  also  need  to 
rejoice  and  take  a  fresh  look  at  those 
around  us  in  need  and  provide  for  that 
need.  If  the  Word  of  God  does  not 
make  us  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
others  and  give  us  a  desire  to  met 
those  needs,  then  something  is  wrong 
with  our  brand  of  Christianity.  As 
Vance  Havner  said,  “We  need  to  live 
our  faith,  or  take  down  our  sign.” 

Nehemiah  9:1-3.  Sackcloth  was  a 
sign  of  mourning  and  repentance.  It 
has  been  too  long  since  we  have  had 
any  desire  to  repent.  Yet  the  first 
message  that  Jesus  ever  preached 
was  repent.  I  see  three  things  that 
stand  out  in  these  verses.  First,  there 


was  the  reading  of  the  Word  of  God. 
I  don’t  care  how  much  or  how  little 
one  understands  of  the  Bible  they 
read,  it  will  do  you  good  just  to  read 
the  Bible.  I  knew  a  man  once  who  car- 


God’s  offer  of  salvation 

By  Vernon  L.  Sikes,  Yazoo  City 
Isaiah  54:1-55:13 


ried  his  Bible  deer  hunting  with  him. 
As  he  sat  on  his  deer  stand  he  would 
flip  through  the  pages  of  the  Bible. 
The  amazing  thing  ws  that  this  man 
could  not  read.  But  he  was  a  new  con¬ 
vert  and  he  was  so  in  love  with  the 
Word  of  God  that  he  wanted  to  be  able 
to  read  it  at  all  cost. 

Second,  I  see  that  here  was  confes¬ 
sion  of  sin.  Someone  has  said,  “When 
we  confess  our  sins,  we  think  we  no 
longer  have  to  correct  them.’' 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  without 
holiness  we  shall  not  see  God.  We 
need  to  confess  our  sins  daily  and  God 
is  “faithful  to  forgive  them  and  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness.” 
An  honest  confession  is  good  for  the 
soul. 

Third,  there  is  worship.  Most  of  us 
take  worship  for  granted.  We  get  up 
on  Sunday  morning  and  go  through 
our  ritual  of  getting  ready  to  go  to 
church.  But  do  we  take  time  to  get 
ready  to  worship?  I  believe  that  we 
need  to  make  special  preparation  in 
order  to  enter  into  worship.  It  is  not 
something  that  we  just  let  happen.  We 
have  to  be  active  participants  in  mak¬ 
ing  mental  preparation  in  order  to  be 
able  to  worship  him  who  died  for  us. 


The  poignancy  of  the  chapter  about 
the  suffering  servant  (chapter  53)  is 
broken  by  a  cry  of  joy  and  comfort 
that  paves  the  way  to  the  final  out¬ 
burst  of  ultimate  joy  seen  in  chapter 
55.  In  Isaiah’s  revelations,  we  can  see 
him  gradually  building  up  to  a  pin¬ 
nacle.  His  words  of  hope  for  the 
Israelites  began  early  in  the  book  as 
he  told  of  judgment  against  Israel’s 
enemies,  of  glorious  salvation,  and  of 
a  coming  servant,  but  with  chapters 
54  and  55,  the  crescendo  reaches  its 
fullest  proportion.  « 

1.  A  restored  people  (chapter  54) 

“Break  out  into  loud  and  joyous 
song  . .  .  enlarge  your  house;  built^on 
additions  . .  .”  (54:1  and  2).  Can  you 
imagine  how  encouraging  these 
words  must  have  sounded  to  the 
future  exiles  who  were  to  lose 
everything?  After  the  many  years  of 
subjugation,  of  innumerable  losses  in 
lives  and  in  property,  they  would 
return  to  their  land  and  would 
“possess  the  cities  left  behind  during 
the  exile,  and  rule  the  nations  that 
took  their  lands”  (54:3). 

The  people  had  angered  God 
through  their  rebellion,  and  conse¬ 
quently,  God  initiated  disciplinary  ac¬ 
tions  against  his  children.  Being  of 


For  generations,  the  people  had  fed 
upon  foods  that  left  them  unsatisfied. 
They  lived  their  lives  with  gusto,  but 
were  left  with  emptiness.  In  vv.1-5, 
God  was  extending  to  them  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  come  to  his  banquet  which 
would  bring  satisfaction  and  delight 
to  their  souls.  'Hiis  illustration  tells  us 
of  the  freeness  of  God’s  salvation  and 
of  the  wonderful  effect  it  has  on  the 
lives  of  the  recipients.  He  was  offer¬ 
ing  “good  food  that  fattens  up  the 
soul”  (55:2). 

Man-made  covenants,  no  matter 
how  legal  they  are,  are  only  as  good 
as  the  parties  who  enter  into  the 
agreement.  God  was  ready  to  make 
an  everlasting  covenant  with  anyone 
who  would  approach  him  and  he 
would  “give  ...  all  the  unfailing  mer¬ 
cies  and  love  that  I  (God)  had  fOr 
King  David”  (55:3).  Power  among 
nations  would  be  theirs  —  not  because 
of  their  own  power  or  virtue,  but 
because  of  God’s  glorification  of  them 
(55:5). 

The  Jews  had  hardened  their  hearts 
through  years  of  rebellion  against 
God.  Before  things  got  any  worse,  im¬ 
mediate  action  was  necessary  in 
order  tafind  God’s  will  for  their  lives 
(55:6).  The  day  was  rapidly  coming 


moral  and  very  stubborn  minds,  they  when 


repentance  that  was 


Joseph 

By  Charles  E.  Myers,  Jackson 

Matthew  1:18-20;  2:13-15,  20,  22 

In  all  of  our  studies  about  Christ 
and  his  birth  through  the  years  we 
have  seldom  ever  said  much  about 
Joseph.  Mary  is  mentioned  often,  at 
times  revered  by  some,  but  Joseph  is 
relegated  to  a  very  minor  place  if  he 
is  mentioned  at  all.  There  are  several 
reasons  for  this.  One,  he  is  not  the  real 
father  of  the  child,  while  Mary  was 
the  mother.  The  New  Testament 
writers  say  very  little  about  him  and 
never  mention  1^  again  after  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Jesus  in  the  temple  at  the 
age  of  twelve.  But  God  used  this  man 
in  an  unusual  way.  He  was  able  to  use 
him  because  he  was  a  man  of  faith 
and  obedience.  It  is  altogether  fitting 
that  we  study  this  man  as  we  prepare 
to  observe  CIhristmas. 

Luke  simply  places  Joseph  in  his 
story  without  giving  us  any  details 
about  him.  Matthew  traces  the 
genealogy  of  Jesus  from  Abraham 
down  to  Joseph  and  introduces  us  to 
him  in  this  manner.  He  tells  us  he  was 
betrothed  to  Mary.  This  means  the 
couple  had  gone  through  a  public 
ceremony  declaring  their  intentions 
to  be  married.  It  was  a  sacred  com¬ 
mitment  they  were  making  and  the 
pledge  taken  was  as  unto  (kid.  Then 
suddenly  Mary  turns  up  pregnant.  He 
assumed  her  to  be  a  virgin  but  ap¬ 
parently  she  was  not.  He  also  knew  he 
was  not  the  father.  No  one  knows  how 
deeply  hurt  and  disappointed  he  must 
have  been.  She  tried  to  explain  to  him 
that  she  had  not  been  unfaithful  and 
that  the  child  was  of  (kxl.  He  simply 
could  not  accept  that  but  because  he 
loved  her  so  much  he  would  not  em¬ 


barrass  her  by  breaking  their 
betrothal  with  a  public  announce¬ 
ment.  Rather  he  would  let  her  go 
away  quietly. 

Then  Matthew  tells  us  God  spoke  to 
him,  explained  that  the  child  indeed 
was  of  God,  and  asked  him  to  marry 
Mary  and  take  care  of  the  child 
because  he  was  to  be  the  Messiah. 
Without  any  hesitation  Joseph  obeyed 
God.  Mary  became  his  wife.  The  time 
of  the  bir^  coincided  with  the  time  of 
a  census  which  required  Joseph  to  be 
in  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  his 
forefathers.  Though  Mary  was  not  re¬ 
quired  to  be  there,  he  took  her  with 
him  on  the  trip  so  he  could  continue 
to  care  for  her.  Though  the  secret  of 
the  child’s  true  identity  was  reveal¬ 
ed  to  the  shepherds,  the  general 
public  continued  to  ignore  the  couple 
and  the  new  baby.  Even  the  recogni¬ 
tion  by  the  high  priest  at  the  time  of 
the  circumcision  did  not  make  any 
changes  in  the  couple’s  plans.  They 
apparently  settled  down  in  Bethlehem 
and  Joseph  probably  worked  at  his 
trade. 

All  of  this  was  suddenly  changed  by 
the  coming  of  the  wise  men.  Tlie  child 
was  several  months  old  by  this  time. 
Many  scholars  feel  he  was  around  two 
years  old  at  the  time.  Herod  in  a  fit 
of  jealousy  ordered  all  the  male 
babies  two  years  old  and  younger  to 
be  killed,  (kid  sent  an  angel  to  Joseph 
and  told  him  to  take  Mary  and  the 
child  and  leave  that  very  night  for 
Elgypt.  Without  any  hesitation  Joseph 
again  obeyed  God.  And  Elgypt  once 
again  plays  a  prominent  role  in 
preserving  Israel.  And  Joseph’s  faith 
in  God  which  led  to  his  obedience  sav¬ 
ed  the  life  of  the  C!hrist  child. 

After  some  time  in  Egypt  (kid 
again  sent  a  messenger  to  Joseph  and 
UM  him  Herod  was  dead  and  he  couk) 


take  his  family  and  reHim‘ldTsrael. 
When  he  returned  he  discovered  that 
Archelaus,  a  son  of  Herod,  was  reign¬ 
ing  in  Nazareth.  The  family  was  to 
continue  to  live  there  until  Jesus  left 
home  to  enter  into  his  public  ministry. 

We  have  only  one  other  contact  with 
Joseph.  When  Jesus  was  twelve  years 
old,  Joseph  and  Mary  took  him  to 
Jerusalem  where  he  was  presented  in 
the  temple  according  to  Jewish  law. 
After  this  experience  we  have  no 
record  of  Jose^  and  do  not  hear  from 
Jesus  again  until  eighteen  years  have 
passed.  We  assume  that  Joseph  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  his  family,  which 
had  increased  with  the  birth  of 
several  children  to  him  and  Mary,  by 
working  in  his  carpenter  shop.  We 
also  assume  that  Jesus  worked  in  the 
shop  with  him  and  was  taught  most 
of  the  things  he  learned  in  those  years 
by  Joseph.  As  he  watched  Jesus 
mature,  Joseph  must  have  taken 
much  pride  in  him  as  any  parent 
would.  And  he  must  have  often  look¬ 
ed  back  at  those  times  in  his  life  when 
(kid  intervened  in  a  special  way. 

Though  he  had  been  told  that  Jesus 
was  to  be  the  Messiah,  like  all  other 
other  Jews  he  did  not  understand  just 
what  was  involved.  They  all  looked 
for  an  earthly  kingdom  to  be 
established,  with  the  Messiah  ruling 
and  all  the  nations  in  the  world  sub¬ 
jected  to  Israel.  Joseph  probaUy 
often  wondered  how  a  poor  boy  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  the  Ixxne  of  a  poor  carpenter 
could  ever  rule  the  world.  But  I  am 
prone  to  believe  that  though  he 
wondered  about  it,  he  believed  (kid 
would  in  some  way  bring  it  about. 
Such  was  the  faith  of  this  man  in  (kid. 

At  this  particular  time  we  would  do 
well  to  examine  our  own  faith  in  God. 
It  is  easy  to  talk  about  faith  but  as 
James  says,  there  is  more  to  faith 


were  unable  to<ualiwBtMd  ftilly  why 
God  judged  them  so  severely.  They 
felt  abandoned  by  (kid. 

Isaiah  used  the  illustration  of  a  wife 
(Judah)  judicially  separated  from 
her  husband  ((kid)  in  vv.4-10  to  ex¬ 
plain  God’s  unceasing  love  for  them. 
“In  a  moment  of  anger  I  turned  my 
face  a  little  while;  but  with 
everlasting  love  I  will  have  pity  on 
you,  says  the  Lord,  your  Redeemer” 
(54:8).  Though  they  were  to  go 
through  some  very  trying  times  that 
would  make  them  believe  (kid  had 
truly  abandoned  them,  (kid’s  kind¬ 
ness  and  future  promises  of  greatness 
would  never  fail  (54:10). 

Zion  will  no  longer  fear  her 
enemies,  for  (kid  will  be  as  a  wall  of 
indestructible  security  (54:15).  “She 
will  be  securely  established,  and  her 
relationship  with  Yahweh  will  be  as 
happy  and  joyful  as  that  of  those  new¬ 
ly  wed”  (D.  David  Garland,  Isaiah  — 
A  Study  Guide,  p.  102). 

II.  Blessings  of  the  Messianic  Age 
(Chapter  55) 

With  this  chapter,  the  climax  of 
Isaiah’s  poems  outlining  God’s  wat- 
ebeare  is  reached.  Because  of  (kid’s 
unlimited  love  for  all  of  mankind, 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  is  in¬ 
vited  to  be  partakers  in  the  blessings 
of  the  Messianic  Age. 

than  talk.  Our  obedience  is  directly 
related  to  our  faith.  Most  people 
refuse  to  do  what  God  requires 
because  they  do  not  accept  (kid’s 
authority.  ’That  means  they  really  do 
not  believe  in  (kid.  We  need  to  rethink 
our  belief  about  God.  When  we  come 
to  the  place  we  accept  him  and  bis 
authority,  we  will  be  willing  to  follow 
his  leadership  and  obey  his  com¬ 
mands.  That  is  exactly  what  Joseph 
did  and  (kid  was  able  to  use  him. 


necessary  before'they  coUld  receive 
the  inheritance  would  be  impossible 
because  of  their  spiritual  blindness. 
Though  they  didn’t  understand  (kid’s 
workings  completely  or  even  partial¬ 
ly,  they  could  rest  assured  that  (Jod 
could  bring  it  to  pass  (55:8). 

Where  can  we  find  truth?  Though 
many  institutions  and  groups  boast  of 
knowing  the  truth  about  life,  there  is 
but  one  truth  —  the  Word  of  (kid 
which  is  the  expression  oi  his  purpose. 
God  works  his  purpose,  despite  the 
obstacles.  We  call  that  miraculous.  To 
(kid  it  is  but  a  fulfillment  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  covenant  of  salvation  that  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  make  with  anyone  who  will 
turn  to  him. 
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